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Paragraph structure

Introduction

A paragraph is a group of related sentences that focus on and develop a single main
idea. In academic English, structuring paragraphs effectively ensures your writing is clear,
logical, and easy for the reader to follow.

1. Definition of Paragraph Structure
Paragraph structure refers to the way sentences are organized within a paragraph to
present and develop a central idea in a clear, coherent, and logical manner.

2. The Core Components of a Paragraph
Most standard academic paragraphs follow a clear three-part structure: The Topic
Sentence, Supporting Sentences, and The Concluding Sentence.

2.1. The Topic Sentence
The topic sentence is usually the first sentence of the paragraph. It states the primary
point or thesis of that specific paragraph.
A strong topic sentence contains two elements:
v The Topic: What the paragraph is about.
v' The Controlling Idea: The specific angle, argument, or direction you are taking
regarding the topic.
Example:
Sentence:Investment contributes significantly to economic growth.
e Topic: Identifies the main subject of the sentence (Investment).
e Controlling Idea: Explains what the sentence says about the topic (contributes
significantly to economic growth).

2.2. Supporting Sentences
Supporting sentences explain, develop, or justify the main idea. They may include
explanations, facts, examples, statistics, or evidence.
v Major Support: Main points or reasons that directly support the topic sentence.
v Minor Support: Details, examples, or data that elaborate on each major point.
Types of Evidence to Include:
e Facts & Statistics: Empirical data from research studies.
e Expert Quotes: Direct or paraphrased statements from scholars.
e Concrete Examples: Real-world instances illustrating the concept.
Example: Investment creates job opportunities, stimulates economic growth, and
improves living standards.



2.3. The Concluding Sentence
The concluding sentence wraps up the paragraph. Depending on the length and
purpose of your essay, a concluding sentence may:
v" Restate the controlling idea in different words.
v/ Summarize the main points discussed in the paragraph.
v" Provide a transition to the next paragraph.
Example: Therefore, investment is essential for achieving sustainable economic
development.

3. Example of a Well-Structured Paragraph

This example illustrates how to structure an academic paragraph by presenting the
main idea, supporting it with details, and concluding with a final sentence.

Example: The Importance of Investment in Economic development.

Investment plays an important role in economic development. It creates job
opportunities, stimulates economic growth, and improves living standards. Moreover, it
encourages innovation and increases production capacity. Therefore, investment is
essential for achieving sustainable economic development.

Analysis of the Paragraph:

Component

Example

Function

Topic sentence

Investment plays an important role in
economic development

Introduces the main idea of the

paragraph.

It creates job opportunities, stimulates

Supports the main idea by explaining

development.

Supportin _ X e _ . :

PP g economic growth, and improves living | the economic benefits of investment.
sentence 1

standards.

Supportin Moreover, it encourages innovation and | provides additional  support by

PPOTINY increases production capacity. highlighting  other  benefits  of
sentence 2 .

Investment

Concludin Therefore, investment is essential for | reinforces the main idea and
sentence | achieving sustainable economic | summarizes the paragraph's central

argument.

4. Characteristics of a Good Paragraph
A good academic paragraph should have the following characteristics:
v Unity: All sentences focus on one main idea.
v Coherence: Ideas are connected logically and presented in a clear order.
v Adequate Development: The main idea is sufficiently explained and supported by

relevant details.

v Organization: Sentences follow a logical sequence.
v' Cohesion: Linking words and expressions connect sentences smoothly.




5. Types of Paragraphs According to Purpose
v" Descriptive paragraph: Describes a person, place, object, or situation.
v Narrative paragraph: Presents events in a particular sequence.
v Expository paragraph: Explains or provides information about a topic.
v Argumentative paragraph: Presents a claim supported by reasons and evidence.
v’ Comparative paragraph: Identifies similarities and differences between two or
more subjects.

In academic writing, expository and argumentative paragraphs are particularly
common.

6. Steps for Writing a Good Paragraph
There are several steps to writing a good paragraph, as shown in the following figure:
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Choose a topic:
Identify the subject you want to discuss.

Identify the main idea:
Decide what you want to communicate about the topic.

Write the topic sentence:
q State the main idea clearlv.

J
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Develop supporting sentences:
Add explanations, evidence, facts, or examples.

Use linking expressions:
Connect ideas logically using words such as Moreover, However, and Therefore

Write a concluding sentence:
Reinforce the main idea when appropriate.

Review the paragraph:
Check grammar, spelling, unity, coherence, and clarity.

\
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These steps help students organize their ideas, develop a clear paragraph, and
improve the quality of their academic writing. Linking expressions are used throughout the
paragraph, while reviewing may lead to revising any of the earlier.



Conclusion

Paragraph structure is key to effective academic writing. A well-organized paragraph
presents a clear main idea supported by relevant details, maintaining unity, coherence, and
adequate development. Mastering these elements allows students to express their ideas
clearly and logically.

Practical Exercise

Read the following paragraph and identify its topic sentence, supporting sentences,
and concluding sentence.

Inflation has several negative effects on the economy. First, it reduces the purchasing
power of consumers because prices increase. Furthermore, high inflation creates
uncertainty for businesses and investors. It may also increase production costs and affect
economic growth. Therefore, controlling inflation is an important objective of economic

policy.
Exercise: ldentify the paragraph structure
Choose the correct sentence for each component.
1. Topic sentence
|:| a) First, it reduces the purchasing power of consumers because prices increase.

[J b) Inflation has several negative effects on the economy.

[J c) Therefore, controlling inflation is an important objective of economic policy.

2. Supporting sentence
[J a) Inflation has several negative effects on the economy.
[J b) Therefore, controlling inflation is an important objective of economic policy.

[J c) Furthermore, high inflation creates uncertainty for businesses and investors.

3. Concluding sentence

[] a) It may also increase production costs and affect economic growth.
[] b) Therefore, controlling inflation is an important objective of economic policy.

[J d) First, it reduces the purchasing power of consumers because prices increase.



Correction of the Exercise

1. Topic Sentence — (b) Correct

Inflation has several negative effects on the economy.

Explanation: This sentence introduces the main idea of the paragraph: the negative
effects of inflation.

2. Supporting Sentence — (c) Correct

Furthermore, high inflation creates uncertainty for businesses and investors.

Explanation: This sentence supports the main idea by explaining one negative effect
of inflation.

3. Concluding Sentence — (b) Correct

Therefore, controlling inflation is an important objective of economic policy.

Explanation: This sentence reinforces the main idea by highlighting the importance
of controlling inflation.
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