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English Term French Equivalent Biological Significance 

Active Pharmaceutical 

Ingredient (API) 
Principe Actif 

The molecule responsible for 

the effect. 

Dosage Form Forme Galénique 
The physical form (tablet, 

syrup, etc.). 

INN (International 

Nonproprietary Name) 

DCI (Dénomination Commune 

Internationale) 

The official, non-commercial 

scientific name. 

Proprietary Name Nom de marque / Spécialité 
The commercial name owned 

by a company. 

Marketing Authorization 

(MA) 

AMM (Autorisation de Mise 

sur le Marché) 

Legal "green light" for 

industrial drugs. 

Drug Target Cible Thérapeutique 
The protein/receptor where the 

drug binds. 

Agonist Agoniste 
A molecule that activates a 

receptor. 

Antagonist Antagoniste 
A molecule that blocks a 

receptor. 

Bioequivalence Bioéquivalence 
Proof that a generic acts like the 

branded drug. 

Biosimilar Biosimilaire 
A "similar" copy of a biological 

drug. 

 


