Module : Didactics
3rd Year English Students
This module will help you 
· Acquire the skills you need if you want to teach English after finishing your studies.
· Understand the principles and practice of teaching English to speakers of other languages at different ages and proficiency levels.
· Have a chance to review methodologies of all types of teaching situations by analyzing the curriculum components.
· Be skilled  in developing, evaluating, and putting into learning concepts of various levels particularly elementary to secondary (shedding light on preliminary level)
· Assessment, exams, and evaluation of learners.
There are other topics such as first and second language acquisition, language theories, and language policies that belong to the field of teaching and learning too.
Lesson One: Nature of Didactics
Defining terms is extremely important because many words have slightly different meaning to different people in different contexts. Clarification of meaning is extremely important for precision of communication. Terminology i.e. terms, words, compound words, and multiword expressions that in specific context are given specific meanings, these meanings may deviate from the meanings of the same words have in other contexts, in everyday language, and even in dictionaries. Consequently, this clarification process will help in understanding exactly what is meant when certain key terms are used.
What is Didactics?
· Didactics has to do with systematic and intentional teaching reflecting a structured approach to education.
· It refers to the principles, phenomena, forms, laws of teaching with no subject in particular.
· It is a science which aims to understand how teaching leads to learning.
· It refers to the science of teaching in relation to aims, subject matter method, and frameworks within a specific field.
· It is the systematic and scientific study of the art of teaching and learning. It entails a thorough examination of ideas, methods and strategies used in the instructional process, with the purpose of promoting effective education. This field of studies tries to comprehend and improve the entire educational process, from curriculum development to classroom implementation and evaluation.
Origins of Didactics
It originates from Greek word Didaskein which means to teach or to educate. It goes back to the seventeenth century. It has been associated with moral structures and sometimes with doctrination. French Fairy Folk Tales and the English Nursery Rhymes such as the famous tales of Mother Goose have a clear didactic intention. They were used to teach children and even adults. The term had a negative connotation, but at the beginning of the 20th century the negative connotation diminished greatly.
The first use of the term was by Wolfgang Ratke (1571- 1635) who presented a reform program. In those days didactics was known as the ‘Art of Teaching’. It was the art of teaching everything to everybody’. Comenius wrote Didactic Magna (1940) in Latin meaning ‘Great Didactics’ expecting that using new methods and more effective teaching media would make it possible to teach everyone everything quickly and effectively.
· For the Arabic language,  it happens to come across a variety of Arabic words that correspond to just one word in other foreign languages due to translation diversity of translation sources. Didactics, in Arabic is translated as : التعليمية, علم التعليم, علم التعليم
[bookmark: _GoBack]Those terms vary in use over all the Arab Coutries. Taelimiat, in the Arabic languge stemmed from the word ‘Taalim’ which derived from the word ‘Allema’ which means placing a mark to denote something.  It refers to the type of poetry used to express scientific or technical knowledge. Didactic literature comprises various kinds of instructional poems. These instructional poems are similar to our instructional rhyming poetry which was written on purpose to help learners to easily and quickly, grasp, memorize, and recall what they have learnt.
