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 Exam in Studies of Literary Texts


 Answer each of the following questions in ONE sentence :
 Part One : Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness (12 pts)
1-What is the origin of white supremacy ? 
2- What type of narration does Conrad use in Heart of Darkness ? Justify. 
3-How does Marlow justify Kurtz’s insanity ? 
4-Explain the following description of Kurtz by Marlow :« I saw him open his mouth wide-it gave him a weirdly voracious aspect, as though he had wanted to swallow all the air, all the earth, all the men before him »
5-Identify and explain the technique Conrad used in the following passage : «We were wanderers on a prehistoric earth, on an earth that wore the aspect of an unknown planet. »
6-Why does Marlow describe the white agents as pilgrims ?
7-Explain the following quote by the character Kurtz :  "We whites, from the point of development we had arrived at, must necessarily appear to them [savages] in the nature of supernatural beings--we approach them with the might as of a deity […] Exterminate all the brutes"  
 Part Two : Michael Ondaatje’s The English Patient (8pts)
1-What does the English Patient’s burnt skin symbolize ? 
2-Why does the English Patient desire « to walk upon such an earth that had no maps.» ?
3-What is the effect of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the characters’ relationship ? 
4-What do the desert and the Italian Villa, San Girolamo, symbolize ? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]5-Why did characters write notes in the margins of the books they read, most notably in The English Patient’s copy of Herodotus’s The Histories ?


If there is a will, there is a way
