From The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka (1915)

Translation by Ian Johnston (2010), modified slightly for clarity
As Gregor Samsa awoke one morning from uneasy dreams, he found himself transformed in his bed into a gigantic insect. He was lying on his hard, armor-like back, and when he lifted his head a little, he saw his brown, arched abdomen divided into stiff, arched segments. His many legs, pitifully thin in comparison to the rest of his body, waved helplessly before his eyes.
"What has happened to me?" he thought. It was no dream.
His room, a proper human room, although a little too small, lay peacefully between its four familiar walls. Above the table, where a collection of cloth samples was unpacked and spread out (Gregor was a traveling salesman), hung the picture which he had recently cut out of a magazine and set in a pretty gilt frame. It showed a lady wearing a fur hat and a fur boa, sitting upright and holding out a thick fur muff into which her entire forearm had disappeared.
Gregor's gaze then turned toward the window, and the dreary weather—raindrops could be heard falling on the metal window ledge—made him quite melancholy. "Why don't I keep sleeping for a little while longer and forget all this foolishness?" he thought. But that was completely impracticable, for he was accustomed to sleeping on his right side, and in his present state he could not get himself into that position. No matter how hard he threw himself onto his right side, he always rocked onto his back again. He tried it a hundred times, closing his eyes so he wouldn't have to see his struggling legs, and he stopped only when he began to feel a faint, dull pain in his side, a pain he had never felt before.

Activity 1: Literal Comprehension 
Instructions: Answer each question in a complete sentence based only on the extract.
-What does Gregor Samsa find himself transformed into when he wakes up?
-What is Gregor's job?
-What is hanging on the wall of Gregor's room, inside a gilt frame?
-What kind of weather does Gregor see through the window?
-On what side of his body is Gregor accustomed to sleeping?
Activity 2: Vocabulary in Context
Instructions: Each bolded word appears in the extract. Use context clues to guess its meaning. Then write a brief definition.
	Word
	Context sentence
	Your definition

	Abdomen
	"he saw his brown, arched abdomen divided into stiff segments"
	

	Helplessly
	"his many legs... waved helplessly before his eyes"
	

	Gilt
	"a pretty gilt frame"
	

	Melancholy
	"the dreary weather made him quite melancholy"
	

	Impracticable
	"that was completely impracticable"
	



Activity 3: Inferential Questions 
Instructions: Write 2–3 sentences for each question. Your answer should NOT be directly stated in the text.
-Inference about character: Gregor thinks, "Why don't I keep sleeping for a little while longer and forget all this foolishness?" What does this thought suggest about how Gregor is reacting to his transformation?
-Inference about setting: The extract mentions "cloth samples" on Gregor's table. What does this detail suggest about the kind of work a traveling salesman might do?
-Character perspective: Gregor closes his eyes "so he wouldn't have to see his struggling legs." What does this action reveal about his emotional state?
Activity 4: Language Analysis 
Instructions: Complete the table by finding evidence from the extract.
	Question
	Your answer (with quote)

	Find one word or phrase that describes Gregor's body in an insect-like way
	

	Find one word or phrase that describes Gregor's room as normal or familiar
	

	Find one word that describes the weather and Gregor's mood
	



Follow-up: How does Kafka's word choice help create a strange contrast between ordinary life and extraordinary transformation?
Activity 5: Prediction – What Happens Next?
Instructions: Based on the extract, write a short paragraph (4–5 sentences) predicting:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Will Gregor be able to get out of bed?
How will his family react when they see him?
What might happen next in the story?
Use evidence from the extract to support your predictions.
