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Lecture: Maritime Law

1. Definition of Maritime Law

Maritime Law (also known as Admiralty Law) is the body of law that governs activities and
disputes related to navigation and shipping on seas and oceans. It regulates maritime
commerce, marine navigation, shipping contracts, and sea-related disputes.

2. Objectives of Maritime Law

Maritime Law aims to:

Regulate international shipping activities
Ensure safety at sea

Protect marine environment

Facilitate maritime trade

Resolve disputes between maritime actors

3. Sources of Maritime Law

A. National Sources

« National maritime codes
o Port and shipping regulations

B. International Sources
o Conventions adopted by the International Maritime Organization (IMO)

e The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
« International agreements on safety and pollution

4. Maritime Zones

Under international law, seas are divided into different zones:

o Territorial Sea (up to 12 nautical miles)
o Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (up to 200 nautical miles)
e High Seas (beyond national jurisdiction)



5. Maritime Contracts

Key contracts include:
o Contract of carriage of goods by sea

o Charter party agreements (leasing a ship)
e Marine insurance contracts

6. Carriage of Goods by Sea
This is a central aspect of maritime law and includes:
o Responsibilities of the carrier

« Rights of the shipper
o Issuance of the bill of lading (document of transport and ownership)

7. Liability in Maritime Law

Liability may arise from:

o Damage to cargo
« Ship collisions

o Oil pollution

e Personal injury at sea

Shipowners may sometimes limit their liability under international conventions.

8. Maritime Safety and Environmental Protection

Maritime Law enforces:

o Safety standards for ships
e Prevention of marine pollution

« Compliance with international conventions (e.g., SOLAS, MARPOL under IMO)

9. Maritime Disputes

Disputes are resolved through:



« National courts
e Arbitration (very common in maritime trade)
e International tribunals

10. Piracy and Maritime Crimes

Maritime Law also addresses:

o Piracy on the high seas
e Smuggling
o lllegal fishing
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Key Terminology

English Term 4l wlhuaal)
Maritime Law sl o sl
Admiralty Law Al el o 48
Vessel / Ship ERILNY
Carrier Jaull
Shipper okl
Bill of Lading Ol di
Charter Party gl lay) die
Marine Insurance @l el
Territorial Sea 8y sl

Al djlan 5 4 o) b8,
2ol oAl (a yay
Ol Alll Hulaa @
gﬁ‘);.'“ &l L e

) a8 715,V AWSOLAS (o
) g~ &l 2WMARPOL (o

4l cle jLallg,
UNA (e A yad) cile ] 31 Jad
iahll Sl e

)%);J\b)hﬂ\@\ﬁ;c_\u)e.w ) .
Al sall gl 5l Sl o

4 uaal) adl el g e 2110,
a5 mall o 8 el
el el ddia @l o

Sprip
gl pe nall e

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 4allall Laliaiy) dikhidll



English Term
High Seas
Port
Cargo
Shipowner
Maritime Liability
Collision
Pollution
Piracy
Navigation



