University of Abdelhafid Boussouf- Mila
Faculty of law & political sciences

Department of Law

Lecture one: Criminal Law

Addressed To Master one Criminal Law Students-Semester 2

Prepared & Presented by:

Ms. SARA MEZHOUD

Teacher of English Language

Academic Year 2025-2026



Penal law or Criminal law

Criminal law is a branch of law that encompasses a system of rules and regulations established
by a society's government to define and prohibit certain behaviors deemed harmful or
threatening to public safety, order, and welfare. It prescribes the consequences, or penalties, for
individuals who engage in these prohibited acts, aiming to uphold justice, maintain social order,

and protect the rights and well-being of individuals within the community.

Criminal law, the body of law that defines criminal offenses, regulates the apprehension,
charging, and trial of suspected persons, and fixes penalties and modes of treatment applicable

to convicted offenders.

Criminal law is only one of the devices by which organized societies protect the security of
individual interests and ensure the survival of the group. There are, in addition, the standards of
conduct instilled by family, school, and religion; the rules of the office and factory; the
regulations of civil life enforced by ordinary police powers; and the sanctions available through
tort actions. The distinction between criminal law and tort law is difficult to draw with real
precision, but in general one may say that a tort is a private injury whereas a crime is conceived

as an offense against the public, although the actual victim may be an individual.
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Key Elements of Criminal Law:

Offenses: Criminal law defines specific acts or omissions that constitute offenses. These
offenses can vary widely in nature and severity, from petty crimes like shoplifting to serious

felonies like arson or terrorism.

Legal Elements: Each offense defined in criminal law consists of legal elements that must be
proven beyond a reasonable doubt for a conviction to occur. These elements typically include

the act (actus reus) and the mental state (mens rea) of the offender.

Penalties: Criminal law establishes penalties or punishments for those found guilty of
committing offenses. These penalties can include fines, imprisonment, probation, community

service, or in some cases, capital punishment (death penalty).

Procedures: Criminal law also encompasses procedural rules that govern the investigation,
prosecution, and adjudication of criminal cases. These procedures ensure that the rights of both

the accused and the state are protected throughout the criminal justice process.
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Purposes of Criminal Law:

Deterrence: Criminal law aims to deter individuals from engaging in prohibited conduct by
threatening punishment for violations. The prospect of facing legal consequences serves as a

deterrent to potential offenders.

Punishment: Criminal law provides a mechanism for the state to punish individuals who
violate societal norms and harm others. Punishment serves to hold offenders accountable for

their actions and to seek retribution or justice for victims.

In addition to punishment, criminal law may also focus on the rehabilitation of offenders,

aiming to reform their behavior and reintegrate them into society as law-abiding citizens.

Rehabilitation efforts can include counseling, education, vocational training, and substance

abuse treatment.

Protection of Society: Criminal law serves to protect society by identifying and sanctioning
individuals who pose a threat to public safety and order. By removing dangerous individuals
from the community through incarceration or other means, criminal law helps safeguard the

welfare of the general public.

Restoration: Criminal law may also incorporate principles of restorative justice, which focus
on repairing the harm caused by criminal behavior and restoring relationships between
offenders, victims, and the community. Restorative justice approaches may involve victim-

offender mediation, restitution, and community service.
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The subjects of penal law, also known as criminal law, encompass a wide range of

offenses and legal concepts. Here are some of the main subjects covered under penal law:

Crimes Against Persons: These include offenses such as homicide, assault, battery,

kidnapping, and manslaughter.

Crimes Against Property: This category involves crimes like theft, burglary, robbery, arson,

vandalism, and embezzlement.

Crimes Against Public Order and Safety: These offenses involve actions that threaten public
safety or disrupt societal order, such as disorderly conduct, rioting, public intoxication, and

terrorism.

Crimes Against Morality and Decency: This category encompasses offenses related to
behaviors considered morally or socially unacceptable, including prostitution, obscenity, and

public indecency.

White-Collar Crimes: These are non-violent offenses typically committed by individuals or
corporations in business or professional settings, such as fraud, insider trading, bribery, and

money laundering.

Cybercrimes: With the rise of technology, cybercrimes have become increasingly prevalent

and include offenses like hacking, identity theft, phishing, cyberbullying, and online scams.

Drug Offenses: These involve the illegal manufacturing, trafficking, possession, or distribution

of controlled substances.

Traffic Offenses: While not always categorized under penal law, traffic violations such as
speeding, reckless driving, driving under the influence (DUI), and hit-and-run accidents can

also fall within its scope.



Juvenile Delinquency: Penal law also addresses offenses committed by minors, including

theft, vandalism, drug offenses, and violent crimes.

Accessory and Conspiracy: This involves aiding, abetting, or conspiring to commit a crime,

even if the individual did not directly perpetrate the offense.

These subjects of penal law are governed by statutes and regulations established by legislative

bodies and are enforced through the criminal justice system
Crime

A crime is an act or omission that violates a law and is punishable by the legal system. It is an
offense against society as a whole, rather than just against an individual. Crimes can range from

minor offenses like traffic violations to serious offenses such as murder or robbery.
Types of crimes

Felonies: Felonies are serious offenses that typically carry harsher penalties, including
imprisonment for one year or more. These crimes often involve violence, significant harm to
individuals or property, or severe social harm. Examples of felonies include murder, rape,

robbery, burglary, arson, and certain drug offenses.

Misdemeanors: Misdemeanors are less serious offenses compared to felonies and usually
result in less severe punishments, such as fines, community service, or imprisonment for less
than one year. While misdemeanors still violate the law, they are generally considered minor
infractions. Examples of misdemeanors include petty theft, simple assault, disorderly conduct,

and some traffic offenses.

Infractions (Violations): Infractions, also known as violations or petty offenses, are minor
offenses that typically involve no jail time and are punishable by fines or other penalties. These
offenses are often regulatory or administrative in nature, such as traffic violations, littering,

jaywalking, and public nuisance offenses.
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Elements of the crime

In the context of criminal law, the physical element and the mental element are fundamental
components that together constitute the basis for establishing criminal liability. Let's delve into

each:
Physical Element (Actus Reus):

The physical element, also known as actus reus, refers to the actual physical act or conduct that
constitutes the crime. It encompasses any voluntary action, omission, or behavior that is

prohibited by law. Actus reus can take various forms, such as:

Committing an act: This involves actively engaging in conduct that is prohibited by law, such

as theft, assault, or vandalism.

Failing to act (Omission): In some cases, individuals can be held criminally liable for failing to
act when they have a legal duty to do so, especially if their inaction results in harm or contributes
to criminal activity. For example, a parent may be criminally liable for neglecting their child's

welfare.

Possession: Some crimes involve the possession of illegal substances or prohibited items, such
as drugs, weapons, or stolen property. Possession can be considered an actus reus if it is illegal

or prohibited by law.

Actus reus ensures that individuals are held accountable for their actions and behaviors that

violate societal norms or legal standards. It serves as the tangible evidence of criminal conduct.



Mental Element (Mens Rea):

The mental element, also known as mens rea, refers to the mental state or intent of the individual
at the time the crime was committed. It involves the cognitive and emotional aspects of criminal
conduct, including the individual's knowledge, intention, motive, or recklessness. Mens rea can

be categorized into various levels of culpability:

Specific Intent: In cases of specific intent crimes, the offender must have intended to achieve a
particular outcome or result. This includes crimes such as murder, where the perpetrator must

have had the specific intent to kill.

General Intent: General intent crimes do not require a specific intent to achieve a particular
outcome but instead focus on the individual's general awareness of their actions and their
consequences. For example, battery may be considered a general intent crime, as it only requires

the intent to commit the act of physical contact, not necessarily the intent to cause harm.

Recklessness or Negligence: Some crimes may only require a lower level of mental culpability,
such as recklessness or negligence. In these cases, the individual's disregard for the foreseeable

consequences of their actions may suffice to establish criminal liability.

Mens rea serves to distinguish between intentional criminal conduct and innocent or accidental
behavior. It ensures that individuals are not unjustly punished for acts committed without

wrongful intent or awareness of the consequences.
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Terminology
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Crime — 4x >

Felony — 4La

Misdemeanor — 4~ia
Defendant — agial!

Victim — 4l

Prosecution — dxlall 4Ll
Defense — g8l

Evidence — 4y

Burden of Proof — <Ly e

. Beyond a Reasonable Doubt — <Lill Yisa g0 ¥ Ly
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. Presumption of Innocence — s¢!_ll 44 j3
. Arrest — Jic)

. Warrant — 45l8 3 Sk

. Trial — Sk
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16. Jury — Cnilsall s

17. Verdict — )&l / 28

18. Sentence — 4. sl

19. Appeal — <l

20. Bail — 4l

21. Confession — < yic)

22. Self-defense — = -l g laall
23. Punishment — 4. 5=l
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