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CHAPTER 1.1

Global Environmental Challenges

Population Explosion

Species Extinction

Deforestation

Water Pollution

Marine Environment

Atmospheric Pollution

Critical Insight: Environmental problems vary by country but share common planetary themes requiring coordinated global response.



CHAPTER 1.2

Environmental Situation in Algeria

Current Challenges

Industrial Pollution

Air Quality

Hazardous Waste Deforestation

Desertification Ecosystem

Alarming State: Environmental situation has become very concerning in recent years, 
requiring immediate action from all stakeholders.



CHAPTER 1.3

The Need for Environmental 
Policy

Concerted Action Required

Consultation

Communication

Participation

New Approach: A new approach of consultation, communication, and participation is 
necessary to effectively protect the environment in Algeria.



CHAPTER 1.4

Purpose of Environmental Legislation

Legislative Framework

Awareness Law Development

Sustainable Development

Key Objectives

Core Mission: Environmental legislation serves for awareness-raising and developing laws to protect natural and cultural resources, ensuring their preservation 
for future generations.
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CHAPTER 2.1

Definition of Legislation

Etymology

Latin: legislatio

Root: lex, legis

Meaning: written law

Comprehensive Definition

Components of Legislation

Constitution Laws

Decrees Orders
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Components of Legislation

Constitution

Status: Highest legal authority

Laws Decrees

Orders (Arrêtés) Circulars

Note: No regulatory value in principle

Hierarchy of Norms
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Definition of Law

Fundamental Definition

Key Characteristics

Law in Algeria

Two Origins:

Law Making Process

1

2

3

4
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Types of Laws in Algeria

Historical Context

Legal Influences

Constitutional Laws

Organic Laws

Ordinary Laws

Distinction: The type of law determines the procedure required for its adoption and 
modification.
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Definition of Promulgation

Etymology

Latin: promulgare

Legal Definition

Legal Effects

Promulgation Process

1 Parliamentary Vote

2 Presidential Promulgation

3 Official Publication

4 Entry into Force
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Definition of Parliament

Etymology

From the verb "to speak"

Core Definition

Primary Functions

In Algeria

Notation Convention
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Parliamentary Systems

Bicameralism

Examples:

Chamber Characteristics

Lower House Upper House

Unicameralism

Examples:

Algerian Parliament
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Definition of Public Force

Core Concept

Maintaining public order

Ensuring security

Guaranteeing law enforcement

Public Force in Algeria

Gendarmerie National Police

Functions of Public Force

Law Enforcement Order Maintenance

Security Provision Judicial Support

Note: Public force represents the coercive power of the state to ensure respect for laws 
and maintain social order.
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Definition of Law (Droit)

Comprehensive Definition

Coercive Character

Law vs. Other Norms

Law

Morality

Politeness

Key Elements

Rules and Norms

Rights & Prerogatives

Obligations

State's Role
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Branches of Law

Civil Law Criminal Law International Law Commercial Law

Business Law Labor Law Private Law Public Law
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President of the Republic

Etymology

Latin: praesidere

Definition

Official Designations

Election Methods

Direct Universal Suffrage

Indirect Suffrage
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Definition of Decree

Core Definition

Drafting and Promulgation

Key Characteristics

Challenge Procedure

Decree vs. Law

Law

Decree
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Definition of Ordinance

Constitutional Act

Adoption Process

1 Council of State Opinion

2 President's Assent

3 Council of Ministers

4 Force of Law

When Used
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Definition of Order (Arrêté)

Core Definition

Legal Value

Characteristics

Types of Orders

Ministerial Order

Prefectural Order

Municipal Order

Hierarchy
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Definition of Circular

Core Concept

Two Types of Circulars

Interpretative Circulars

Regulatory Circulars

Legal Status
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Definition of Convention

General Definition

Convention vs. Contract

Key Elements

International Convention

Examples
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Definition of Charter

Sovereign Act

Characteristics

Key Features

Notable Example

United Nations Charter
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Definition of Official Journal

Core Definition

Published Content

Legal Significance

JORADP

Functions

Authenticity

Publicity

Traceability
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Definition of Jurisprudence

Court Decisions
Making Jurisprudence

Role of Jurisprudence
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Definition of Doctrine

Core Definition

Sources of Doctrine

Functions of Doctrine

Legal Authority
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Definition of Custom

Social Practice

Characteristics of Custom

Long-standing Practice

General Consensus

Judicial Recognition

From Custom to Law
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CHAPTER 3.1

ENVIRONMENT-RELATED DEFINITIONS

1. Nature

1960s

970s

1990s

2. Pollution

3 Nuisance

4 Major Risk

5 Natural Resource

6 Classified Installations
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sub-branches of environmental legislation

Category 1

Unsustainable Resource Use

Category 2

Environmental Contamination

Over the past few decades, public awareness of environmental issues has grown significantly, largely due to scientific
research. This heightened awareness has driven a stronger demand for legal measures to protect the environment,
which is vital for human well-being. Responding to public concern, governments began in the 1960s to enact laws
targeting pollution of water, air, and oceans, as well as to safeguard specific cities and regions. They also established
environmental agencies tasked with maintaining quality of life.

At the same time, environmental law—both at the national and international levels—expanded considerably, becoming
a complex and comprehensive body of regulations designed to protect the Earth’s living and non-living components.
Most environmental problems stem from two main types of human activities:
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sub-branches of environmental legislation

Category 1

Unsustainable Resource Use

Overexploitation of forests

Overfishing of marine resources

Excessive water consumption

Depletion of fossil fuels (petroleum, coal, natural Gaz).

Category 2

Environmental Contamination ( pollution and waste)

Air pollution from emissions

Water pollution from discharges

Waste accumulation and disposal

Chemical and toxic substances
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Global Environmental Damage due to the human activities

Biodiversity Loss Water Pollution Air Pollution

Soil Degradation Fishing Depletion Ozone Destruction

New Diseases Future Generations

Interconnected Crisis
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Definition of Environment

Definition 1: Comprehensive

Definition 2: Components

Definition 3: Legal

Environment Includes

Natural Elements

Human Elements

Interactions

Holistic View: Environment encompasses both natural and 
human-made elements and their interconnections.
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Definition of Environmental Law

Core Definition
Mixed Nature

Public Law Private Law

Characteristics

Objective 
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International Environmental Law

Core Definition CONCEPTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION

Objective

Environmental management consists of:
•Identifying the needs and constraints of the systems being 
studied (municipalities, companies, etc.).
•Finding solutions to manage their environmental impact in a 
sustainable way.
Missions of Environmental Management
1.Identifying environmental aspects and impacts

1. Analyzing the effects of human activities on the 
environment (waste, etc.).

2.Analyzing legal requirements
1. Complying with applicable environmental laws and 

regulations.
3.Implementing environmental management systems

1. Creating tools to reduce negative impacts (polluting 
emissions, waste, etc.).

2. Optimizing production processes to make them more 
environmentally friendly.

Examples of Actions
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Sub-Branches:  
. 1.Environmental Elements

Air Law Water & Sea Law Soil Law

Biodiversity Law Biotope Law

Integrated Approach
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Sub-Branches: Human Activities

Hunting Law

Hunting licenses and permits

Seasonal restrictions

Protected species regulations

Wildlife conservation measures

Fishing Law

Fishing licenses and quotas

Gear and method regulations

Marine protected areas

Sustainable fishing practices

Energy Law

Regulatory Balance: These laws seek to balance human activities with environmental protection and resource sustainability.
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Sub-Branches: Harmful or Polluting Activities

Noise Law Classified Installations

Sanitation Law Major Risks Law
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Sub-Branches: Specific Objects

Nature Protection Chemical Products

Waste Law Historical Sites
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Sub-Branches: Economic Sectors

Agriculture Industry Services

Further Sub-Sector Specializations

Aquaculture: Nuclear Tourism Health Maritime And More
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Complementary Approaches

Nature vs. Pollution

Nature Protection Approach

Pollution Control Approach

Integration: Both approaches are essential and must work together for effective 
environmental protection.
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Breakdown of Environmental Law According to Legal Systems.

Multi-Level Application

Legal Orders

Horizontal Integration

Interacting Branches

Civil law (ecological damage)

Criminal law (environmental crimes)

Commercial law

Business law

Tax law (environmental taxes)

Examples
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Interacting Branches

Horizontal Integration

Civil law (ecological damage): Recognition of ecological damage (e.g., compensation for environmental harm) 

Criminal law (environmental crimes): Punishment of environmental offenses (e.g., illegal pollution, poaching) 

Commercial  and Business law:  Regulates business practices to ensure they respect environmental standards (e.g., ISO 14001 standards)

Tax law (environmental taxes): Uses fiscal instruments to encourage environmentally friendly behavior (e.g., taxes on CO₂ emissions) 

Examples
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The Integration Principle

Conceptual Framework

Environmental Law Characteristics

Technical

Complex

Evolving

conclusion
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Emergence of International Environmental Law

20th Century Development

Current Scope

Growth Pattern

Characteristics

Types of Instruments

Multilateral: Multiple countries (300+)

Bilateral: Two countries (numerous)

Regional: Geographic regions
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1.The Beginnings of International 
Environmental Law (1946–1961).  

1946: International Whaling Convention 

Early Milestone

Convention Objectives

International Whaling Commission
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1948: IUCN Creation

1948

IUCN

Membership

68

103

Objectives
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1951: Plant Protection Convention

December 6, 1951

IPPC

Purpose

Key Provisions

Significance
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1959: Antarctic Treaty

December 1, 1959

Antarctic Protection

Geographic Scope

Key Provisions

Environmental Significance
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1961: Plant Variety Protection

1961

UPOV

Objective

Controversy

Key Tensions
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2. The Emergence of Environmental Law (1970s)

1970: The Concept of Ecocide

1971: Ramsar Convention

1972: Stockholm Declaration

1976: Nature Protection Law in France

1979: Geneva Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution
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3. Global Awareness (1980s–1990s) 

1980: Protection of the Ozone Layer

1982: World Charter for Nature

1992: Rio Conference (Earth Summit)

1997: Kyoto Protocol
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4. Recent Advances (2000–Present) 

2002: Johannesburg Conference (Rio +10) 

2005–2012: Erika Oil Spill and Ecological Damage Case 

2015: Paris Climate Agreement 

2019–2021: Climate Cases Against States 

2021: Climate and Resilience Law (France) 
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1959: Antarctic Treaty

Main Ideas

Conclusion 


