




What is synthesis ?

Synthesis is like a puzzle 

BE CAREFUL

Make sure your sources fit!



Synthesis  =    research puzzle 
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Your research paper
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Synthesis goes beyond…. 

Summary of article 
VS VS

Comparing and contrasting 

Critiques of sources 



Synthesis allows you to 

Make your own point(s) Add to the scholarly conversation 



you need to identify the main conversation of a topic         

PAY ATTENTION TO  

Major themes 

Strengths

weaknesses

Critical gaps 



Quercus Faginea, classification, morphology

What are common themes? Sup-topics?

write notes as you read 



Mediocre 

research paper 

Author 01: Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit

Author 02: Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit

Author 03: Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit

Author 04: Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit

synthesis  

research paper 

Idea 01: Taxonomic Classification and 

Hierarchy

Idea  02: Subspecies and Taxonomic 

Controversies

Idea  03: Hybridization and Genetic 

Introgression

Idea 04: Molecular Phylogenetics and 

Recent Advances



The leaves of Quercus faginea are highly variable in shape and size, typically deciduous or semi-deciduous.

Opposing viewpoint 

Morphology studies  

Quercus species studies 



Your research paper is unique 

Demonstrates an 

understanding of the 

research topic  

Explicitly connects 

to your own 

arguments



Synthesis matrix 

Source 01 Source 02 Source 03 Source 04 My thoughts 

Main idea 01 

Main idea 02

Main idea 03 

Main idea 04

Contrary view 



Gaps are fine 
It means there  is 

room for your voice  

One source for a 

main  idea is not 

enough support 



Main idea 

At least 2 sources per main idea

MEANINGFUL RESEARCH 




