
Lesson: Types of Clauses 
Definition: A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb.Clauses can be independent or dependent:

1/ Independent clauses
2/ Dependent clauses:
2/1/ Adverbial clauses
2/2/ Adjective (relative) clauses
2/3/Noun clauses


Differences between the clause types:

1/ Independent Clause
Definition
It is a clause that can stand alone as a complete sentence because it expresses a complete idea.
Key features:

Has a subject + verb

Makes complete sense


It can be joined with another independent clause using coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or…)

Examples:

-I ate breakfast,..........

-The weather is beautiful today;..............

-....................., and she passed the exam.

2/ Dependent Clause (Subordinate Clause)
Definition
It is a clause that cannot stand alone as a sentence. It depends on an independent clause to complete its meaning.
Types of dependent clauses:

Adverbial clauses
Definition
It is a dependent clause that functions like an adverb.
It tells when, where, why, how, under what condition, etc.
Common conjunctions that preceed it include:  
when, while, because, although, if, since, after, before, unless, as soon as…
Examples

Because I was tired, I slept early. (reason)


I will call you when I arrive home. (time)


If you study, you will succeed. (condition)


Adjective (Relative) Clause
Definition
It is a dependent clause that functions like an adjective, describing a noun.
Starts with relative pronouns: who, whom, whose, which, that or relative adverbs: where, when
Examples

The man who called you is my uncle.


The book that you gave me is excellent.


This is the place where I grew up.


Noun Clause
Definition
It is a dependent clause that functions as a noun in the sentence. It can be a subject, object, or complement.
Introducers : that, if, whether, what, who, how, why, where, when…
Examples

What you said surprised me. (subject)
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She didn’t know that he was coming. (object)

The problem is that we are late. (complement)


