
Lesson: Sentence Patterns 



In English, almost every sentence follows this basic structure:


S + Predicate


Where:

* S (Subject) = the doer or the topic of the sentence


* Predicate = the part that tells what the subject does, is, or has

· The predicate may contain verbs, objects, complements, and modifiers.



The essential sentence patterns: 

1- S + V (Intransitive Verb)
The verb does not need an object.
Pattern: Subject + Verb
E.g. :
Birds fly.


The baby cried.


She laughed.


2- S + V + O (Transitive Verb)
The verb needs an object to complete meaning.
Pattern: Subject + Verb + Object

E.g.:
They play football.


I read a book.


She wrote a letter.


3- S + V + IO + DO (Indirect & Direct Objects)
Used with verbs like give, send, offer, teach, buy, tell.
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E.g. :
He gave me a gift.


She taught the students English.


I sent him a message.


4-         S + V + C (the complement of the subject  
The complement describes or renames the subject.
Used with linking verbs: am, is, are, was, were, become, seem, feel…
Pattern: Subject + Linking Verb + Complement
· 2 types of complements:
a) Adjective Complement

E.g.: She is happy.


E.g.: The soup smells delicious.

b) Noun Complement

E.g.: He is a teacher.


E.g.:That woman became a leader.


5. S + V + O + OC (Object Complement)
The complement describes or renames the object.
Used with verbs like call, make, find, consider, name, elect.
Pattern: Subject + Verb + Object + Object Complement
Eg: They elected him president.


I found the room clean.


She named her son Adam.


6. V (+O)
This pattern conatains only a predicate.
Pattern: V.(+O)
E.g.:  Stop!
                                               Help me!
                                                         Write it immediately!
