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1. Paragraph Structure

	Read the model paragraph that follows then answer the questions. 
Animals in Captivity
Animals living in modern zoos enjoy several advantages. The first advantage is that zoo animals are protected. They live without risk of being attacked. Another advantage is that someone feeds them regularly, so they do not have to hunt for food.  They do not suffer times when food is hard to find. A third advantage of living in zoos is that veterinarians give animals regular checkups, and sick animals get prompt medical attention. In conclusion, because all their needs are taken care of, most zoo animals are healthy and contented.







1. Look at the first sentence. How many parts does it have? 
The first sentence has two parts.
· The topic It names the subject of the paragraph. It is animals living in modern zoos
· The controlling idea. It tells what the paragraph will say about the topic. It is several advantages
2. Sentences that explain the topic by giving more information are (include a number) five
They are;
1. The first advantage is that zoo animals are protected.
2. They live without risk of being attacked.
3. Another advantage is that someone feeds them regularly, so they do not have to hunt for food.
4. They do not suffer times when food is hard to find.
5. A third advantage of living in zoos is that veterinarians give animals regular checkups, and sick animals get prompt medical attention.
3. The sentence that signals the end of the paragraph and reminds the reader of the main idea is the concluding sentence
It is in conclusion, because all their needs are taken care of, most zoo animals are healthy and contented.

Practice


Practice One: Topic Sentences
A. Put a tick (     ) next to good topic sentences. Tell what is wrong with the unchecked sentences. Are they too specific or too general? Write Too specific or Too general on the line.
Too specific 1.It is estimated that 20 percent of Japanese marriages are arranged.
Good topic sentence 2.In Japan, there are two types of marriage.
Good 3. Digital cameras have several advantages over film cameras.
Too general 4.Digital cameras take photos.
Too specific 5.Digital photos are composed of small squares, just like a tiled kitchen floor or bathroom wall.
Too general 6.Learning the meanings of abbreviations used in the field of technology is like learning a new language.
  Good    7. Golden retriever dogs have certain characteristics that make them good family pets.
B. Read the following paragraph. Then choose the best topic sentence from the list. Write that sentence on the line.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Trail climbing is the easiest. Climbers just walk along trails to the top of a mountain. The trails are not very steep, and the mountains are small. The second type, rock climbing, takes place on steeper slopes and bigger mountains. Climbers generally have to use special equipment such as climbing shoes, ropes, and metal nails called pitons. The third type is ice climbing. Ice climbing takes place only on very high mountains and requires a lot of special equipment. Equipment used in ice climbing includes ice axes and crampons, which are spikes attached to a climber s boots for walking on ice and hard snow. Indeed, the sport of mountain climbing can range from an easy uphill walk to a difficult climb up a frozen waterfall.
a. Mountain climbing requires special skills and equipment
b. The sport of mountain climbing is practiced worldwide.
c. There are three main types of mountain climbing.
C. Work with a partner, with a small group, or by yourself. Read each paragraph and determine the topic and the controlling idea. Then write an appropriate topic sentence on the line.
1 There are several requirements that a teacher must meet to receive a teaching license. First of all, teachers must know their subjects very well. At a minimum, they should take several college courses and pass a written test in every subject that they teach. Also, they should take refresher classes every few years to keep their knowledge up -to-date. Third, teachers should take education classes in college to learn how to teach. Fourth, they should have spent at least one year practice - teaching. Practice - teaching is teaching real children in a real classroom under the supervision of an experienced teacher. Only after a person has met these requirements should he or she receive a teaching license.
2. There are four main reasons why some people skip breakfast .Some people skip breakfast because they think it will help them lose weight. Another reason people give is that they simply don t like breakfast. For others, the reason is cultural. People in some cultures consume only two meals each day instead of three, and breakfast is n t traditionally one of them. The most common reason people give is lack of time. They like to stay in bed until the last minute, and then they have to rush to get to work or to school on time. 

Practice Two: Supporting Sentences
Work with a partner or in a small group. Read each topic sentence. Then fill in the blanks with additional supporting sentences. 
1. Owning a small car has several advantages.
a…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
c…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
2. To keep your teeth healthy and your smile bright do the following things:
a………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
b……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
c………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3. A good friend has three important qualities.
a…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
c…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. A college education is important for these reasons.
a………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
b…………………………………………………………................................................................................
c………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Practice Three: Concluding Sentences
On the line at the end of the paragraph, write a concluding sentence.
         Watching children s programs on television is a good way to learn a foreign language. First, the actors speak slowly and repeat often. Also, the vocabulary is not difficult. Finally, there is always a lot of action, so you know what is happening even if you don t understand the words. In conclusion, watching children s programs facilitate learning a foreign language.








2.Essay Writing
An essay is a piece of writing that aims at exploring a specific topic.it has three main parts which ae an introduction, a body and a conclusion.
Introduction
The first part of an essay which serves a number of functions. They include attracting the attention of the reader, providing background information about the topic and naming the specific topic the essay will discuss. The most important part of an introduction is the thesis statement which presents the focus of the essay or the main points to be discussed in the essay.
Body
The purpose of the body is to develop the thesis statement in two or more paragraphs. Each paragraph should explain or discuss one main point or aspect of the specific topic of the essay. each body paragraph starts with a topic sentence that names one sub-division of the main topic . it is then followed with a number of supporting sentences that give more information about that one sub-topic or main point.a concluding sentence signals the end of the paragraph and restate the main point discussed.
Body paragraphs are connected using transition words like to begin with, in addition, moreover, furthermore and finally.
The main points listed in the thesis statement should be discussed fully in the developmental paragraphs in order.
Conclusion
The last part of the essay is the conclusion. It consists of two parts; a conclusion marker that signals the end of the essay. Such markers include, in conclusion, to conclude, to sum up, all in all…etc and a summary of the main points discussed throughout the essay. The thesis statement can also be reformulated or stated in different words. A final comment can also be added which may be an opinion, a suggestion or a recommendation.

Read the model essay that follows then answer the questions.
Styles of Popular Music
Music is truly the one universal language. Although all cultures have music, each culture develops its own musical styles. In particular, popular music varies from culture to culture and from generation to generation. In the past 100 years or so, there has been an explosion of popular music styles in the west. Two of the more successful styles are punk and rap.
One successful style of popular music is punk. Punk is a style of rock music that began in the mid-1970s as a reaction against previous forms of rock. Punks felt that rock music no longer represented the counterculture from which it had sprung and had, in fact, sold out to the mainstream. With their clothing and hairstyles, punks intended to shock society. The punk look included theatrical makeup, ripped clothing, and body piercings. The onstage behavior of punks was aggressive and provocative. At concerts, fighting and other violent behavior by the fans were common occurrences. Punk music itself is simple, and its songs are short. its songs are anti-government, anti- authority, and anti-conformity. The first bands to popularize punk were the clash in Great Britain and the Ramones in the United States. As with all music Styles, punk has evolved into other styles. The band Fall Out Boy plays emo, a style in which the musicians become so emotional during a performance that they scream and cry. Pop punk, made popular by the group Green Day, is another new punk style.
             A second successful style of popular music is rap, which is also called hip-hop. Rap is a types of dance music in which the singers-rappers-speak in rhythm and rhyme rather than sing. The art of rapping originated in Africa and probably traveled to the United States via Jamaica. In the United States, rap first appeared in the mid-1970s in the discos of NewYork City s black neighborhoods. Disco DJs teamed up with rappers to play songs for dancers at parties. At first, the role of the rapper was to keep the beat going with hand claps while the DJ changed records. Soon, rappers added Lyrics, slogans, rhymes, and call-and-response exchanges with the audience, and rap was born. Early rap songs were mainly about dancing, partying, and the romantic adventures of the rappers, but politics became an important theme in rap in the late 1980s and 1990s. 
To sum up, popular music changes constantly. Some styles enjoy lasting popularity, but others disappear rather quickly. However, all contribute to the power and excitement of popular music in our time.

1. How many different successful styles of popular music are discussed in the model essay? What are they?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
2.How many body paragraphs are there? what is the topic of each one? Underline the topic sentences?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Circle the transition words and phrases that introduce the body paragraphs.
4. What pattern of organization does the essay use? Logical division of ideas, time order, or comparison / contrast?................................................................................................................................................................
5.What information is given in the supporting sentences about each style of popular music?(example: how it started)…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Let’ s examine each part of the essay
· The Introductory Paragraph
Functions are two:1 Attracts the attention of the reader 2 names the specific topic of the essa
Type:funnel a funnel introduction has 2 parts:1several general statements about the topic 
Which lead the reader gradually from a general idea about the topic to a specific one.
2 a thesis statement it states the sub divisions of the topic and specifies how the topic will be discussed.
Read the introductory paragraph of the model essay and notice how the sentences gradually move from the general topic of music to the specific topic, two successful styles of popular music.
-The first sentence…………………………………………………………………………………………….
-The second sentence…………………………………………………………………………………………
-The next two sentences……………………………………………………………………………………….
-The final sentence……………………………………………………………………………………………
Practice 1
Body Paragraphs have topic sentences and supporting sentences
Body paragraphs support the thesis statement 
The topic sentence of each body paragraph introduces one style of popular music
The supporting sentences following each topic sentence give more information about each style.
	Thesis statement
	………………………………………………………………………………….

	Topic Sentences
	-………………………………………………………………………………............

-………………………………………………………………………………………


Practice 2
The Concluding Paragraph is the last paragraph of an essay.
It 1signals the end of the essay 2summarizes the main points of the essay 
3 gives a comment
	First Part of a concluding paragraph
	Second part of a concluding paragraph

	-summarize the main points or
-re-state the thesis statement in different words
	Add a final comment Express an opinion, make a judgment or give a recommendation however
Do not add any new ideas in the concluding paragraph.




















         Features of a good thesis statement
Task 1
1. it should be a complete sentence.eg. My fear of the dark X ………………………………………………….
2. It should not be a question. Eg. What are the reasons of climate change X
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. It should state one main idea and should not contain two conflicting ideas.
e.g. smoking can be harmful to a person s health, and it is also very unpleasant to watch someone smoking
Instead; ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. it should state the writer s opinion which is an idea that can be discussed and explained with information, that is, it should not merely state a fact.
E.g. child abuse is a terrible problem…………………………………………………………………………….
5. It should not be too general. E.g. reading is very useful.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
6. it should not make an announcement. e.g. I am going to discuss the students ways of spending their leisure time X……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Task 2
Identify the invalid thesis statements. Say why they are invalid, and then correct them.
1. viewing cartoon violence on television leads to aggression in boys.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2. Approximately, 10% of humans are left handed.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
3. There are three important steps we could take to deal with the problem of drug addiction.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. Computers have changed our lives……………………………………………………………………………
5. i am going to show you why sat belts are necessary…………………………………….................................
6. there are both advantages and disadvantages to working while you are  an undergraduate.
…………………………………………………………………………………..
7. why do I want to be a lawyer?...................................................................................................................
8. celebrities lead very stressful lives as they have too little privacy, too much pressure, and no safety.
………………………………………………………………………………..
Task 3
Based on the features of a good introductory paragraph, evaluate the following introductions.
▪does the paragraph introduce the topic?
▪does it indicate how the topic is going to be developed?
▪does it contain a thesis statement?
A
Last year, my cousin,Julio, went to a bank to apply for a job. As you know, when you apply for a job, you must be ready to answer a lot of ambiguous questions. Some questions athat an interviewer may ask you include: educational background, previous job, and salaries you earned. The problem with Julio was that he was not prepared for the questions. The interviewer asked Julio a lot of things he could not answer. Because Julio was not prepared for the interview, he did not get the job. If you do not want to be in that situation, you may want to follow these steps.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
B
There are many kinds of cashiers in the supermarket. I can classfy them as efficient, average, and inefficient. I would like to tell you about each type of cashier.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
C
I would like to tell you about my hometown, hlatikulu. It is a small town of only 8000people. The main industries there are farming and working for the government, since it is the capital of the southern region.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
D
We are all familiar with the image of fat, jolly person. Unfortunately, this is an inaccurate stereotype. Fat people are not always so happy.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





Keys
1. My fear of the dark made my life miserable.
2. There are three main reasons of climate change.
3. Smoking can be harmful to a person s health or it is very unpleasant to watch someone smoking.
4. Child abuse in this state takes different forms.
5. Reading is very useful to develop the students writing abilities.
6. Students have three ways of spending their leisure time.
1. Valid
2. Invalid, fact
Approximately, 10% of humans who are left handed have three main characteristics.
3. Valid
4. Valid
5.3invalid.announcement expression. seat belts are necessary.
6. Invalid. Two contradicting controlling ideas there are three disadvantages to working while you are on undergraduate.
7. Invalid. A question. I want to be a lawyer for three main reasons
8.valid
A
Introduced the topic. Indicated how the topic will be developed…contains a thesis statement
B
Did not introduce the topic….indicated how the topic will be discussed contains a thesis statement but in three sentences. Instead, the same just omit the last sentence because it is an announcement
C
Did not introduce the topic clearly; hometown or its industries
Did not indicate how the topic will be developed.
Does not contain a thesis statement
D
Did not introduce the topic
Did not indicate how the topic is going to be developed…contains a thesis statement


Strategies for writing good introductions
1. The funnel method
2. Defining a word or phrase
3. Asking questions
4. Turn about
5. Using an anecdote
6. Using quotations
The body
Conclusions
1. Review its major ideas
2. Restate the thesis
3. Make predictions based on the material in the body of the essay
4. Use questions and quotations
At school you probably have been taught that an essay consists of minimum five paragraphs: an introduction, a body and a conclusion. However, we should ask ourselves the questions: What is an essay? What do we try to do in an essay? In Prep School you are given a topic by your teacher to write about; in academic writing your teachers ask you to prove a point, collect sufficient data to prove a point, or demonstrate that you have comprehended a text they have assigned. In all cases, the writing process is the same: the amount of evidence that goes into your paper or the length of the paper may change, but the stages you follow in the writing process are more or less the same. You have to have a thesis to prove, you have to have sufficient evidence and you have to make a conclusion.
Thesis statements
A thesis statement is the sentence that
· tells your reader the subject of your paper
· states the controlling idea of your paper, i.e. it makes an assertion about the subject
· predicts the logical order of discussion you will follow in your paper
In other words, the thesis statement is the anchor of your essay: with a good thesis statement your reader does not have to wait until he finishes reading all of your essay to learn what kind of a claim you are making, what your stance is, or how you are going to prove your viewpoint.
1. An effective thesis should be a declarative sentence, never an open ended question. If you just ask a question, the reader will have no idea what you are trying to illustrate.
Not a thesis statement: What are the disadvantages of living in a big city?
2. A good thesis should be restricted and focused. It should not be too general or too comprehensive. If it is too comprehensive, you may not be able to prove it all in one essay.
Too general: Computers have advantages and disadvantages.
This thesis is too general. How are you going to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of computers in one essay? There are technical and economic issues, social effects, time and financial considerations, etc.
3. A thesis statement should not make an announcement. It should make a claim.
Announcement: In this essay I will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of living on your own.
Revised thesis statement: When considered generally, living on your own is much better than living with your family.
4. A thesis statement should not make a claim that cannot be proved by logical analysis.
Moral judgment of the writer: Only evil and wicked young people choose to live on their own.
Such a statement expresses the moral judgment of the writer and cannot be proved in any factual or logical way.
Although it is a recommended practice to state your thesis in the introduction part of your essay, you will see that some writers choose not to state their thesis at the beginning of their writing but to come up with a conclusion after they discuss the issue thoroughly. Such a practice may be adopted for stylistic purposes.
Introductions
Why is the introduction important?
Your introduction is the part that invites your reader to read your essay:
· It tells your reader what it is about,
· It sets the tone for your essay. In other words, it tells the reader whether your essay will be light, humorous, serious, controversial, etc.
· it shows your reader how your essay will develop. That is to say, there must not be big surprises in the development of your essay
· it helps the reader to make a transition from the conditions he is in to the content of your essay
· It is where the reader decides whether to read your essay or not. In other words, they may put your essay down if they feel that it is going to be extremely boring (your instructors excluded because they have to read your essays whether they are extremely boring or not, they have to correct and evaluate your essays anyway)
Some tips for writing good introductions
· Think about the question: most of the time you are assigned  a topic to write about. Think about the question: your answer to the question will be your thesis. How you prove it will be your development. Your thesis should be stated in the introduction paragraph.
You may find it difficult to write an introduction at the beginning. Sometimes you may only write a tentative introduction, continue with the development, then come back and write the introduction last.
· Pay attention to your first sentence. This is the sentence your reader (your instructor and the exam marker too) reads first. You should make a good impression, and should be careful not to make too many mistakes. If you start your essay with a sentence full of grammar, spelling or vocabulary mistakes, you cannot expect to make a good first impression.
· Avoid making announcements: Do not start with opening sentences such as "In this essay I will discuss ..."
· Avoid making "Dawn of man" introductions. That is, whatever topic you are assigned, you should not start with sentences such as “Since the beginning of history",  "Since the beginning of humanity", "Since the industrial revolution", etc. These kinds of statements make only very broad generalizations, and you cannot start everything with the industrial revolution! It also indicates that you do not really have much to say about the topic!
Since the beginning of humanity young people have had problems with their families.
· Avoid using clichés. Clichés mean that you do not have anything new to say.
· Avoid filler introductions: When you do not have much to say about a topic, you list a couple of sentences one after the other, just to fill the introductory space. If the writer had something effective to say, he would have said it. However, in this example, he is just filling space.
    Many young people choose to live on their own. The number of people living on their own is increasing. Many people in the cities prefer to do this. There are reasons for this phenomenon. There are also some results.
Strategies for writing good introductions
There are a number of strategies for starting your essays. Sometimes more than one method can be used to start your essay.
1. The funnel method
In this method, the first sentence is broad and general. It introduces your thesis, and each following sentence is narrower and more focused. Finally, it narrows down to your thesis. The important thing in this approach is that your funnel should not be too large, because you never will be able to narrow down. For example, if you start with the beginning of human history to write about young people living on their own, it will take you ages to narrow down. Therefore, your funnel must be appropriately narrow at the beginning.
Example paragraph 1:
Animals have been used in medical research for a long time. In recent years animal rights organizations have started a controversy whether it is ethical or not to use animals for the benefits of medical progress. They believe that animals are equal to humans and that they have equal rights with human beings. In my opinion, animals as things, have some rights, but humans with their more developed brains are superior to them, therefore if there is no other alternative, animals may be used in medical research.
Example paragraph 2:
In life, people pass through different phases. They are born into a family, and then they grow up and reach puberty. After puberty, they are considered adults. At this time, the social burden on people become heavier, and new responsibilities are added to a person’s burden. Graduating from a good university, finding a job, getting married and having children are some of these expectations. Most people consider these expectations, especially having children, reasonable and see them as sources of happiness. However, it is my opinion that children are far away from being the ultimate bliss in our lives; on the contrary, they bring about more responsibilities and restrictions.
2. Defining a word or phrase
Sometimes defining a term or a phrase that will be used throughout the essay is a good strategy. However, it should not be a dictionary definition since anyone can consult a dictionary. The definition you offer should match your thesis, or the claims you will be making in the essay.
Example paragraph:
The term “violence in the family” refers to male violence against females. It means that men are generally rude to women both physically and psychologically. Concerning this issue, a study has been conducted by Family Research Institute in five different geographic regions of Turkey on married women about husband violence against wives. The results of this survey indicate that two independent variables seem to be related to approval of violence.
3. Asking questions
Using questions to attract the attention of your readers is another useful strategy. Then, your essay proceeds to answer the questions you have posed in the introduction.
Example paragraph:
Who can imagine a world without music? Just as we –the humans- appeared; music emerged as one of our important needs too. It is obvious that music has filled our lives very effectively in that now it is impossible to eradicate it out of our lives. Who can claim the opposite? When we are born, the first thing we hear is the lullabies of our mothers. Then, as time passes, we continue to listen to music much more. Of course, we don't listen to lullabies any more, but we choose a particular type of music that influences us. Why we listen to music and like the type of the music we like is not a simple phenomenon, on the contrary, the reasons are much more complex.
4. Turn about
This strategy involves starting with the idea, belief or opinion that is opposite of your own claim or thesis. You first present the opposite party's opinion, the turn about with a "but or however", and present your own point of view. This strategy is especially useful in argumentation.
Example paragraph:
Reproduction is something that is in the nature of human beings. Giving birth to children, bringing them up and when they get older looking forward to them having children are all built in wishes and expectations of almost everybody.  But in a limited environment, humans cannot keep expanding their population. There must be some ways to control the population.
5. Using an anecdote
Using a short anecdote is another way to start your essay. If you have a relevant anecdote ready, using it in the introduction will make your essay more interesting and attract the attention of your reader.
Example paragraph:
In a myth it is told that once humans did not have gender. They were neither male nor female. One day they made one of the gods angry and he punished them. He separated them into two parts: male and female. Also he put them away from each other to make them look for their partners all over the world. For centuries and centuries it went on like that, people searching for the missing part of the puzzle, their missing half 
6. Using quotations
Using quotations in the introduction is another effective way to start your essay. If you have the right quotation that matches your thesis or summarizes what you want to say, it adds flavor to your essay. In the essay below, the author has found a quotation that expresses the exact idea she wants to discuss, and she builds the whole paragraph around the quotation.
Example paragraph :
 “Music was invented to confirm human loneliness”, says Lawrence Durrell. Although they live in a society and are labeled “social animal” by some philosophers, humans are in fact alone.  They have an inner world which they could hardly express to others or they could even hardly identify themselves. Music helps people understand themselves, melodies make them wander in their own world and discover the lonely parts of their souls. People who can understand or identify themselves are no more alone in the world.  They find a friend who will never let them down, and never will leave them, or a friend from their “inner” world. 
The body
The body of your essay is minimum two-three paragraphs long, and supports /illustrates / explains the thesis with the help of evidence, details, facts and examples. How you organize your thoughts in a logical order may depend on your topic and thesis. There are various ways of treating a topic: the essay may be organized in order of importance, in chronological order, or spatial order. It can also be a description, narration, comparison and contrast, cause and /or effect, definition, process, classification or argumentation essay. An essay can be written in one of those methods, or it can be a combination of two or more types. It all depends on the purpose of the essay.
Conclusion
If you have written an effective introduction, and logically developed your essay, the flow of ideas naturally leads to your conclusion. A good conclusion should round up your arguments and reach a final conclusion. There are a number of ways you can conclude your essay.
1. Review its major ideas
This is the simplest way to finish an essay. You go over your essay, restate the main idea in the conclusion.
Music is a great way to relax and be happy in daily life. It is also very useful for musicians and composers to express their feelings. This is one of the reasons which make music universal; it has nothing to do with age, race or religion. Anyone who wants to listen to music, listens to music and anyone who wants to do music does music.
As you can see, music makes our lives better. It increases the things we share both with ourselves and with others. It helps our loneliness to get smaller and smaller because sharing is the only way to get rid of our loneliness. That is why music is so important in our lives.)
2. Restate the thesis
Sometimes, conclusions can restate the thesis of the essay. This is done using different words to avoid monotony. In the essay below, the author restates the thesis idea in the conclusion paragraph.
Introduction:
For a long time there has been a controversy between animal rights supporters and scientists about whether it is right to use animals in experimental research. Also, it is very debatable whether using animals for such research results in finding a cure for diseases. From my point of view, if there are no other alternatives, and if it is possible that this will contribute to science, animals may be used for experimental research.
Conclusion:
All in all, it can be said that using animals for medical research is ethical as long as it contributes to scientific development and helps scientists find ways to improve human health. And this practice is only acceptable on the condition that necessary pains are taken and animals are treated humanely.
3. Make predictions based on the material  in the body of the essay
Regardless of what you think, whether you think cell phones are a positive improvement or a serious threat; they are becoming a part of modern life. It seems that stationary phones will gradually decrease in number because of the rivalry of mobile phones. You may think they limit your personal freedom because of accessibility, or you may feel safe with the help of your cell phone. It is a personal choice whether to buy a cell phone or not and maybe it is a matter of personality too. However, it is going to get more and more difficult to resist the spread of the cell phone.
There are other ways of ending an essay, of course. Whichever method you use, make sure that you reach a conclusion at the end of your essay.
· Never bring up new ideas or start new discussions in the conclusion.
· Do not let your essay finish weakly with a weak conclusion section. A good essay deserves a good conclusion.
· Make sure that your conclusion is consistent with the arguments in your essay. Sometimes you may get carried away and end up concluding the opposite of your thesis, especially if you do not plan well. Do not let such inconsistency happen.
Writing the Developmental Paragraphs
Introduction
Development paragraphs (D. Ps) constitute the body of the essay since it is there where the writer explains, illustrates, discusses, or proves the thesis statement. Their number ranges from two to four, depending on the number of subtopics that divide the central idea in the Thesis Statement. 
1. Features of a Good Developmental Paragraph
These are the characteristics of good developmental paragraphs.
 1. Each body paragraph discusses one aspect of the main topic. If, for example, you were asked to write an essay about the effects of smoking cigarettes on a person s health, then each paragraph would have as its topic one effect.
2. The controlling idea of each topic sentence should relate to the central idea in the thesis statement. If your thesis statement “Cigarette smoking is a destructive habit,” then the controlling idea in topic sentence should have something to do with the destructiveness of this habit.
3. The body paragraph should have coherence and unity. The order of your paragraphs should not be random. As there are various ways to order the sentences in a paragraph; similarly, there are various ways to order you paragraphs.

2. Parts of a Developmental Paragraph
In order to write a coherent developmental paragraph, the following points should be taken into consideration:
1. Choose a singular focus for your paragraph; that is, each developmental paragraph is regarded as a discrete unit of thought that expands one specific idea, not three or four.
2. Begin your paragraph with a topic sentence.
3. Develop your topic sentence with adequate supporting sentences that contain clear and convincing details.
4. Write a concluding sentence at the end of the developmental paragraph.
3. Creating and Organizing Developmental Paragraphs
It is important to determine the different subtopics through breaking down the thesis statement into topics that fit the body of the essay. One way to break down the thesis statement into topics is to turn it into a question; the answer to this question might help you come up with possible topics for the developmental paragraphs, and at the same time help you determine the strategy for organizing your essay (pattern of organization).
Example: The thesis statement is: My country has some of the most beautiful sights in Africa
1. Change the thesis statement into a question: What are the most beautiful sights of my country?
3. What are the possible answers? Tassili sunset, Constantine bridges, and Chrea skiing resort (every answer makes one subtopic/subdivision/aspect of the essay).
4. Revised thesis statement: Let's make the thesis more specific by adding subtopics.
Revised Thesis Statement: My country has some of the most beautiful sights in Africa which include Tassili sunset, Constantine bridges, and Chrea skiing resort.
Topic sentences
1. The sunset in the Tassili gives a lovely panorama that makes tourists from all over the world want to see it.
2. The Hanged Bridges in Constantine are one of the attractive sights in my country.
3. The skiing resort in Chrea is extremely charming. 
Each developmental paragraph should discuss one sight; and the controlling idea of each topic sentence should be something synonym to beautiful such as: charming, lovely, attractive, and pleasing.
Practice
Exercise 1: Breake the following Thesis Statements into subtopics and Create Topic Sentences
Examine the following thesis statements. Identify subtopics, and create topic sentences.
There are three reasons why a village is the best place to live in.
Smoking cigarettes is harmful to health.
wars have serious consequences on the economy of nations
	Thesis statement
	Subtopics
	Topic Sentences

	1
	a……………………..
b………………………
c………………………
	a…………………………………………………………….
b…………………………………………………………..
c……………………………………………………….

	2
	a………………………….
b………………………….
	a…………………………………………………………
b………………………………………………………..

	3
	a………………………..
b………………………….
c…………………………..
	a…………………………………………………………..
b………………………………………………………….
c……………………………………………………….


Exercise 2: Make an outline of a thesis statement and three topic sentences for the following topics:
1. Ways to escape stress           2. The advantages of learning a foreign            3. types of schools in Algeria
	Topic
	Thesis Statement
	Topic Sentences

	1.
	…………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………
	A……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
B………………………………………............

	2.
	…………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
	A……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
B…………………………………………………

	3.
	……………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………

………………………………………………..
	A……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
B…………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Exercise 3: Develop one of the previous proposed outlines to two developmental paragraphs.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Writing the Concluding Paragraph
Introduction
Certainly, the last section of your essay is the concluding paragraph. This paragraph has a very vital role in your essay. Because it is the last paragraph to be read, it would be better to leave your reader with a clear understanding of what the points of your essay are. 
Features of a Good Concluding Paragraph
A good concluding paragraph should
1. Summarize the main points (subtopics) discussed. This summary should be brief; after all, you have already discussed them at length.
2. Restate the thesis. Generally, to avoid repetition, it is a good idea to restate the thesis in different words. The restatement of the thesis is really a reassertion of its importance or validity.
3. Have a final relevant comment or a take-home message that emphasizes an action you would like the reader to take.
4. Do not bring up a new topic.

                                                                      Practice
Exercise 1: Evaluating Concluding Paragraphs
These are five thesis statements along with their topic sentences and conclusions. Study each conclusion to determine if it logically concludes. If the conclusion is not appropriate, write not good in the blank and write the reason why it is not good in the space provided. If the conclusion is appropriate, simply write logical in the black.
1.____________________________
Thesis Statement: Watching television is not a waste of time.
a. It is a valuable educational tool.
b. It provides entertainment to cheer us up.
c. It provides something our family can have in common to discuss.
Critics of television will continue to put down the “boob tube.” But, because of its educational value, and its provision of thins we can discuss together, our family is going to continue watching television for a long time, and so should others. Indeed, watching television is a good way to spend one‟s time.
2.____________________________
Thesis Statement: Communicating in a foreign language can create some embarrassing misunderstandings.
a. Mispronouncing words can lead to real embarrassment.
b. Misunderstanding what someone says to you can create amusing problems.
c. Misusing vocabulary words really make you blush.
Everyone who speaks a foreign language is bound to have misunderstandings from time to time. What you need to do is go to the laboratory as often as you can to improve your language skills. The people there are very nice and they will help you with your grammar and pronunciation.
3.____________________________
Thesis Statement: Television commercials are entertaining.
a. The Coca-Cola commercial is a good example of an entertaining commercial.
b. The Chevrolet comm0t2r1.54:56!ù$*is as good as any situation comedy.!!11:111111
c. The Fritos commercial is particularly amusing.
If you do not have a television, you are certainly missing out on the fun of commercials. There are also a lot of entertaining programs to see. In addition, the news programs can keep you informed about the world. Indeed, everyone should have a television set.
4.____________________________
Thesis Statement: My reasons for coming to State University center around the services it provides.
a. University offers a superior program in my major.
b. In addition, the university has high quality academic resources.
c. State also offers quality student services.
d. The recreational activities make State even better.
3 challenges of a diversified and excellent program, the academic resources, the student services, the recreational activities, and the low tuition are the reasons I decided to come to State University. I really think I made a wise decision. If you are looking for a quality education at a reasonable price, then consider State as the place to enroll.
5.____________________________
Thesis Statement: In order to make a good impression at a job interview, you should prepare well for the interview.
a. The first thing you should do is plan your answers to the possible questions the interviewer might ask.
b. Then you should carefully plan and prepare what you are going to wear.
c. Finally, you should make sure that you arrive on time.
As you can see, it is necessary to be well prepared for the job interview. Having the answer ready, being properly dressed, and being on time can help to make a good impression on the interviewer. If you follow these steps, you will find yourself sitting behind the desk at that coveted job in no time at all.
Exercise 2: Writing Concluding Paragraphs
Write two concluding paragraphs about the topics of ways to escape stress and the advantages of learning a foreign language .
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..














Semester 2
1. Cause and Effect Essay
2. Comparison and Contrast Essay
3. Classification Essay

Lesson One: Cause and Effect Essays




1. Purpose
2. Organization
3. Useful words and Expressions
4. Sample Essays
1. Purpose
cause-and-effect essays focus on why things happen and what their consequences are. These essays describe the causes or reasons why something happened; they answer the question “why did the event happen”.  They also describe the effects or consequences of an event. They answer the question “what happened because of the accident?”
2. Organization
The type of your cause-and-effect essay depends on the main points you want to communicate with the reader. if, for example, your purpose is to explain why something happened, the focus of your essay will be on causes. However, if your purpose is to tell your readers about the effects of an event or a phenomenon, you will focus mainly on effects.
A / Introduction
A hook; to attract the reader s attention or show why it is important for the reader to know about the topic
Background information about the topic to describe the situation
A Thesis Statement that states the causes that lead to the situation or event. The thesis statement can be direct (or explicit) in which the main causes are stated and named. It can also be indirect (or implicit) in which the reasons for the event are not stated. It just states that there are a number of causes of that event.
B / Body
· A number of body paragraphs support the thesis statement.
· Each body paragraph begins with a topic sentence that states one cause (or one effect). Then a number of sentences support the topic sentence by giving details. These details can be examples or statistical information that help the reader understand how that one cause leads to that effect. 
C / Conclusion
· Re stating the thesis statement in different words
· Summarizing the main points (causes or effects)
· Giving a comment; an opinion, a recommendation or a suggestion
· There are three main types of cause-and-effect essays.
2.1Cause-Focused Essay
If you want to show why something happened, then you will discuss causes. 
2.2Effect-Focused Essay
If you want to show the results of a phenomenon, then you will discuss effects. each developmental paragraph will be devoted to discuss one of the effects. Each effect should be supported with details. 
2.3 Causal Chain
Causes and effects may be linked in a chain. In this case, every event leads to the other. Again, each major point should be supported with examples or statistical information 
3. Useful Words and Expressions 
Causes
Noun+preposition
Cause of   /    reason for
Vrerb+preposition
Be caused by
Derive from
Originate in
Spring from
Flow from
Arise from
Be related to 
Result from
Subordinating Conjunctions
Since
Because
As
If
There are also: due to, as a result of, because of
Effects
Nouns
Effect
Outcome
Result
Consequence
Verbs
Affect
Impact
Influence
Have an influence on
Have an impact on
Results in
Contributes to
Brings about
Leads to
Gives rise to
be the reason for 
there are also: consequently, as a consequence, as a result, therefore, thus and hence.

Samples of Cause and Effect Essays
Sample Essay 1
Reasons why your College Grades are Poor
For many students, college can be an exciting and a challenging time. However, it is common for students to struggle with maintaining good grades despite their best efforts. There are several reasons why students may struggle with their grades in college.
One of the most common reasons why students have bad college grades is poor time management. Many college students struggle with balancing their academic workload with extracurricular activities, social life, and part-time jobs. To improve time management, students should prioritize their tasks, create a schedule, and break down large assignments into smaller, more manageable tasks. Additionally, students may benefit from using time-tracking apps and setting reminders to stay on track.
Poor study habits are another reason why students may struggle with bad college grades. Many students do not know how to effectively study or may procrastinate until the last minute, resulting in poor performance on exams and assignments. To improve study habits, students should create a quiet study space, eliminate distractions, and use active learning techniques such as note-taking and practice quizzes. Students may also benefit from working with a tutor or attending study skills workshops.
Some students may struggle with bad grades because they do not fully understand the course material. This can be caused by several factors, such as a language barrier or a learning disability. To address this issue, students should communicate with their professors and seek additional resources, such as tutoring or academic support services. Using online resources and textbooks may also help students gain a better understanding of the course material.
Health issues, such as illness or chronic conditions, *can also contribute to bad college grades. Students who are dealing with health issues may have difficulty attending classes, completing assignments, or focusing on coursework. To address this issue, students should communicate with their professors and seek accommodations, such as extensions or alternative assignments. Seeking support from healthcare professionals may also help manage health issues and improve academic performance.
External factors, such as family issues or financial problems, can also contribute to bad college grades. These factors may cause students to miss classes or struggle with managing coursework. To address external factors, students should seek support from their professors, academic advisors, and campus resources, such as counseling or financial aid offices. Additionally, seeking outside support from family or community resources may also help students manage external factors.
In conclusion, there are many reasons why students may struggle with bad college grades. Poor time management, lack of motivation, poor study habits, lack of understanding, health issues, poor writing.
1. What is the topic of the essay?.............................................................................................................
2. What is the writer s thesis?.................................................................................................................
3. Underline the topic sentences. What does each topic sentence state?.....................................................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
- How many causes are listed? specify them........................................................................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
-What are the details given to support the second cause?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
-Can you think of any information that the author should have included to make the message of the essay stronger?...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
5. What is the approach the writer uses to introduce the topic of the essay? Justify
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
6. Identify the connectors the writer uses to express causation? Add yours.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
8. What does the writer do in the last part of the essay (conclusion)?.....................................................................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
9. Does the writer add a comment? …………………………………………………………………………….
10.Outline:
1. Title
2. Introduction
2.1. Hook
2.2 Background Information
2.2 thesis statement
3. Body  
3.1body paragraph 1 (cause 1): topic sentence1+supporting sentences (details that support the 1st cause) 
3.2 body paragraph 2 (cause 2): topic sentence2 + supporting sentences (details that support the 2nd cause)
3.3 body paragraph 3 (cause 3): topic sentence3+ supporting sentences (details that support the 3rd cause)
4. Conclusion
4.1 summary of the main points (causes) / restated thesis
4.2 a comment ( an opinion, a recommendation or a suggestion)
Suggested Topics

1. The reasons why most people prefer to shop online     
2. The reasons why people do not read newspapers any more   
Sample Essay 2
	The Effects of Fast Food Consumption on High School Students
High school students are common customers of fast-food restaurants. Their financial capacities limit their choice of food to budget meals and fast foods that is not to mention the aggressive advertising of fast-food businesses. These establishments offer students tasty snacks and meals that are suited to their budget. The inexpensive meals allow them to perform daily tasks and avoid hunger. The cheap prices also allow them to save up extra money for other expenses. However, consuming fast foods daily can have adverse health effects for high school students. Fast food consumption can increase the risks of chronic diseases, obesity, and even result in poor academic performance.
Fast food meals have high-calorie and cholesterol contents that result in increased risks of cardiovascular diseases such as diabetes, gallstones, cancer, and heart failure. These restaurants also use an unhealthy amount of sugar to flavor their meals and drinks. The United States Dietetic Association (USDA) stated that a regular chocolate shake contains 62 grams of sugar while a bottle of cola has 44 grams of sugar. Similarly, foods like French toast sticks and burgers have a high cholesterol and sugar content. Consuming these unhealthy foods can result in increased sugar levels that could lead to diabetes. High school students may also experience serious complications such as hearing loss, high blood pressure, stroke, nerve damage, and glaucoma. 
Obesity or unhealthy weight gain is another effect of fast food consumption. Consuming high-fat or calorie meals such as fries and deep-fried foods including beef patties, bacon, or cheese can result in a drastic weight increase. These foods are common meals in fast food and are often inexpensive for a high school student. This causes high school students to frequently consume these foods and run the risk of unhealthy weight gain. A report from the Officer of Surgeon General indicates that obesity can result in an increased risk of fatal health complications like cancer, asthma, and sleep apnea. The risks can also increase due to high school students’ lack of physical activities. An unhealthy weight gain can affect a student's body image and result in psychological issues.
Fast foods not only affect the physical well-being of a student but may also have an impact on their academic performance. High school students who consume a lot of fast foods show low achievement in sciences, reading, and mathematics. This is because fast foods do not provide students with the nutrients they need for optimal development. Fast foods lack sufficient iron but have excess sugar and fats which continuously affect the well-being of the students. Most fast-food meals contain processed meats and preservatives. These ingredients lack the nutrients from fruits, vegetables, and other dairy products. 
In short, fast food consumption can increase the risks of chronic diseases, obesity, and even result in poor academic performance. They contain an excessive amount of calories, cholesterol, and sugar that are extremely unhealthy for high school students that are still developing their bodies. Thus, it is important to give high school students healthy foods, especially fruits and vegetables to get the healthy nutrients that aid in mental and physical development. 
[bookmark: essay-writing-services]1. What does the essay explain?..............................................................................................................
2. in the introduction, which sentence specifies the effects?...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. how many body paragraphs are there?........underline the topic sentences and circle the transition signals that introduce each paragraph……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4.does the concluding paragraph summarizes the effects, or does it repeat the thesis statement?
5. What is the approach used by the writer to introduce the topic of the essay? Justify
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. Specify the one effect each body paragraph develops……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Is it fully discussed?............................................................................................................................
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
7. What are the expressions (verbs, phrases …etc) that express a consequence used by the writer?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8.what does the writer do in the last part of the essay?............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
9.Does the writer add a comment ? ………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Practice
Now, write an essay in which you discuss 
· The effects of family problems on children
· The effects of smoking on a person s health
· The effects of the overuse of phones on the academic achievement of high school students
	Add any other topics of interest
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Lesson Two: Comparison / Contrast Essay



	1. Purpose
2. Organization
3. Useful words and Expressions
4.Sample Essays
1. Purpose
Comparison emphasizes the similarities between two people, places, things or ideas. Contrast emphasizes the differences between two people, places, things or ideas. Comparison and contrast can be used independently (just similarities or differences) or in combination (both similarities and differences). Comparison and contrast essays allow you to show your knowledge of two subjects while analyzing how they are similar or different.
2. Organization
There are basically two ways to organize a comparison/contrast essay. One way is called block (or subject by subject) organization, and the other way is called point-by-point organization.
2.1 Block Organization
In block organization, the writer first introduces the similarities between two objects and then the differences or vice versa. Hence, the writer groups all the similarities together in one block and all the differences together in one block. It looks like this:


	Introductory Paragraph
Thesis statement



	Body Paragraph 1
Similarities between A and B



	Body Paragraph 2
Differences between A and B



	Concluding Paragraph
Should summarize the main points



2.2 Point-by-point Organization
       In a point-by-point structure, the writer organizes his or her essay around points of similarity or difference between the two subjects, so each subject is discussed in relation to a point of similarity or difference. This structure results in both subject A and B being discussed within a paragraph. The essay will contain as many body paragraphs as there are points of comparison. This style looks like this:

	Introductory Paragraph
Thesis statement



	Body Paragraph 1
Point 1: A and B



	Body Paragraph 2
Point 2: A and B



	Body Paragraph 3
Point 3: A and B



	Concluding Paragraph



3. Useful Words and Expressions
There are a number of words and expressions which are used for comparing. They show similarity or addition, and there are others which are used for contrasting. They  generally show difference or dissimilarity
Common Transitional Devices Used for Comparison
Also 
in addition 
as a matter of fact
 in fact 
besides,  likewise 
for instance,  moreover 
furthermore, similarly
both…and				 not only…but also
neither…nor
like					 similar to
Common Transitional Devices Used for Contrast
Conversely, nonetheless 
However, otherwise 
Instead, on the contrary 
Nevertheless, on the other hand
in contrast to                                        unlike
different from
while					   whereas
but				               yet
                                                        4. Sample Essays
Large Leap
The leap from high school to college is a large one. Many students enter post-secondary education expecting the experience to be the same as the one they had while at secondary school. These students are wrong to make this assumption, and they very quickly realize just how different college is. College costs more, presents more academic challenges, and offers a more social environment than high school.
First, college is more expensive than high school because of tuition, living expenses and books. Anyone who wishes to attend college must pay fees, whereas it is free to attend high school. the government funds high schools, so high school students do not have to pay for their education. In addition to tuition, college students must also worry about the residence or rental costs for living close to the college s campus. In contrast, high school students have no living expenses because the majority of high school students live at home with their parents for free. College is also more expensive than high school when it comes to the cost of learning materials, such as textbooks. In college, students must buy textbooks for each course they take. These books are not cheap, and they often wind up costing students several hundreds of dollars once students have purchased the books for all their classes. High school students never have to worry about buying their textbooks because high schools always keep a set of books, which students use and then return at the end of the year. 
Second, the workload in college is more challenging than the workload in high school.college students are faced with the task of having to complete an average of three to five assignments per week, whereas high school students average only one to three assignments per week. There are more assignments in college, and they are also more challenging and can take up to eight hours to complete successfully.in contrast, high school students do not have to commit as much time and effort to their assignments and can often finish all of their homework in the same amount of time it takes a college student to complete a single assignment. In addition to the extra time that college students put into their work, students experience extra pressure because their final grades are based on each assignment. In high school, however, an assignment is worth only 5% to 20% of a student s final grade. In college, an assignment is worth 25% or as much as 50% of a student s final grade. College students are consistently placed under more academic pressure than high school students.
Third, in college, there are more activities, sports, and clubs for students to participate in than in high school. College students have both the benefits of being able to join varsity sports teams as well as being able to use any athletic facilities the college has to offer, such as gyms, pools, and weight rooms. In contrast, most high schools often offer non-varsity sports teams, but very few high schools boast athletic facilities similar to those of a college. Colleges also host social events that are unavailable in high schools. furthermore, colleges offer more clubs than high schools do. High schools may have some clubs that students can join; however, because high schools are smaller with fewer students, the variety of clubs is limited. Colleges are guaranteed to have a club for everyone because the population base is so large. Athletic facilities, social events, clubs and special interest groups show the college environment to be much more social than the high school environment. 
On the basis of financial, academic, and social aspects, college is more costly, more academically challenging, and more socially stimulating than high school. These differences need to be taken into account by those students who are entering college from high school. If new post-secondary students are conscious of these differences, they will be more adequately prepared for the challenges that college can present.
1.what is the main topic of the essay?.........................................................................................................
2.are the two schools (high school and college)compared or contrasted? What are the main points?.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3.underline the thesis statement.
4.underline the topic sentences of the essay body paragraphs.
5.what is the method of organization used in the essay?...............................................................................
6.how can an essay be organized using this method? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7.what are the main benefit of this method of organization?........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
8.does the conclusion summarize or restate the thesis statement?.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
	Suggested topics
1. Contrast living on campus with living off campus
2. Contrast doing research at the library with doing research on the net
3. Contrast two means of transportation / cities / phones…….etc

Lesson 3: Classification Essays



1. Purpose
2. Organization
3. Sample Essays
1. Purpose
Classification is the process of grouping together people or things that are alike in some way. A simple classification would be to classify cars in terms of their cost, their body style or their gas mileage. Groups or categories are helpful in letting you see relationships among people or objects. They help you to organize information and compare it. However, these categories often do not exist in the real world; they may exist only in your mind. You create them using some criterion or organizing principle. For example, you can classify college students by looking at their study habits: those who schedule study time, those who cram before a test, and those who hardly study at all. The organizing principle for classifying students in the example above is the different ways that they study. On the other hand, you could just as easily have classified students according to their age, their grade point average, or their religion. You could just as easily have classified cars according to their cost, their gas mileage, or their body style. If you want your categories to be clear and consistent when you create a classification, make sure you use only one criterion or organizing principle so that everyone or everything fits into only one category, for example: Group people according to income, or intelligence, or industriousness-- but not according to income and intelligence, or intelligence and

A classification essay takes a group of things and breaks it down in one of the three ways: 
Parts
The essay breaks the topic down into component parts that make up the topic (the whole). 
Example: Three important parts of a car are the engine, the axis, and the body. 
Types
The essay breaks the topic down into the main kinds of the subject.
 Example: Three main types of cars on the road today are mini vans, SUVs, and sedans.
Characteristics
The essay describes significant features or characteristics of the subject. 
Example: Important features of a sports car are a bright colour, a high speed, and an attractive interior.

2. Organization
The introduction of a classification essay must establish a context for and the significance of the classification. Why are you classifying the items? What is the basis of classification that you are using? How did you determine the classes? For example, if you are classifying your teachers, Your basis of classification could be lecture techniques, typed of work required, or professional qualifications. 
At the beginning of each body paragraph, clearly identify the class you are preparing to discuss. Use either a descriptive label or a descriptive phrase. Present the particular characteristics that distinguish the category. This identification of category and traits will probably be part of your topic sentence for the paragraph. Develop and support your classification with sufficient, specific, concrete examples that illustrate the characteristics. Be sure to include lists of items typical of the category and representative examples with concrete, specific details. If you are presenting traits that are similar to or different from the same traits in the other classes, present them in the same order for each paragraph
So;
Write a thesis statement that states your subject and your main points. Be sure to make the main points grammatically parallel.
 In your body paragraphs, define and explain each main point. Each point should be the focus of a separate paragraph. 
Conclude by summarizing the main points in a conclusion and re-emphasizing the purpose of your classification. 
3. Sample Essay
Many Ways to Turn a Page
People say that one can understand a lot about someone’s personality just by looking at his shoes. The way people take care of their shoes reveals a lot about their characters. Similarly, the way people treat their books can be definitive about a reader’s personality. Therefore, most readers could fall into one of five groups: the perfectionist, the teacher, and the aesthete.
If one happens to be in a bookstore and sees someone asking the bookseller for a copy that has never been opened before, this person must be a perfectionist. People in this category are usually very fastidious about books. Book lovers in this category are most likely to go to a shelf in a bookstore and spend hours exploring the contents of books before they choose one. After they choose a book, they will ask for an immaculate copy – if it is possible, never touched by a hand – and for sure they will check for misprints, folded pages and may ask that the tag with the price be peeled off (if there is one). They use their books in the same manner. They probably read their books at a 45- degree angle, so that they look as if they have never been read. A perfectionist will never write on his books, and he will shelve them in perfect thematic order. 
The next category of readers is the teachers. People in this category are usually lifelong readers and use books as a tool for gaining knowledge. For them, the book as an object doesn’t have as much value as the book as a source of information, knowledge, and ideas. The teacher will write on his books, since for him they are not sacred objects of adoration, but just useful tools for sharing ideas. His beliefs, ideas, and positions can be seen in the remarks made in the margins. Usually people from this category have a very accurate ability to distinguish significant things from marginal ones. Like the perfectionist, the teacher will put his books in thematic order, but he will always care more about the knowledge inside them instead of the books themselves. The teacher is a kind of reader who easily will share his books with other people because he actually enjoys sharing ideas. Moreover, he wouldn’t care if some of his books were lost, since he has already read them.
Finally, the last category of book lovers is the aesthete. People from this category don’t like to read at all, but they have specific attitudes toward books. These are people who see books as a nice way to add comfort, a good look or the “last detail” to their magazine-style interior. Books in their world exist along with vases, family pictures, boxes, and candles. The most important quality that book can have in such a world is a pretty cover matching the interior style. For the aesthete, books have value only as a decoration. They are nothing more than a needed accent, so that the interior vision looks complete. For example, the aesthete often buys book collections only to fill the empty shelves, so the room can look cozy. The aesthete will rarely open a book, but will regularly clean the dust from it as a part of the furniture.
In conclusion, it can be seen that books are like signs reflecting people’s personalities; indeed, books are a very significant factor expressing someone’s personal values. Books have changed their image many times, but they have always had a significant role as cultural icons. Maybe soon books will have mostly a virtual existence; however, the attitude toward reading will still reveal one’s personal philosophy. Andriana Yovcheva
1▪Pick out the thesis statement............
Your thesis should inform the reader of the subject of the essay and identify the categories or groups.
2▪What are the categories the author is describing?...........
3▪Does the writer give equal space to each category or group? If not, please comment.......
4▪Is each body paragraph developed with sufficient detail?.......
Each category listed in the thesis statement should have its own body paragraph. In other words, each body paragraph should focus on only one category. Classification essays can be as long or short as necessary, depending on the number of categories listed in the thesis. Support each category with several examples that provide evidence and further prove the validity of the points. Typically, each category should be supported with the same number of examples. 
5▪In your opinion, what is the best part of this essay? Why
6▪Which part of this essay is the least effective? How would you suggest that the writer change it? 
The process of grouping together people or things that are alike in some way is called..................... in other words, Classification arranges and groups items into ranked lists or categories.
For example, you can classify college students by looking at their study habits: those who schedule study time, those who cram before a test, and those who hardly study at all. The organizing principle for classifying students in the example above is the different ways that they study. On the other hand, you could just as easily have classified students according to their grade point average. Use only one criterion or organizing principle so that everyone or everything fits into only one category, for example:
Group students according to the different ways they study,or their grade point average not according to both.
It is important to restate and rewrite the thesis of the essay at the beginning of the conclusion. Be careful to avoid rewriting it word for word. This will refresh the reader’s memory 
Suggested Topics:
1. Kinds of stress relievers
2. Types of social media platforms, Types of friends... etc.



