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Lecture Three: Feasibility of Research


Feasibility of research refers to whether a study can realistically be completed. There are many factors which can affect research feasibility including: time, cost, equipment/material and human resources. In other words, it essentially asks:
 Can a research project be successfully carried out?

1. Time
One of the most important factors in deciding whether a research project can be effectively carried out or not is time. There are several steps of research, and each one requires a reasonable amount of time. Inadequate time management might result in missing or confused data, poor analysis, or inability to complete the project. Hatch and Lazaraton (1991) state that “to decide whether a research project is feasible or not means that you must know how much time the project will take and whether or not you have that amount of time to spend” (p. 17). 
Researchers must have enough time to complete each step:
· Identifying the problem
· Conducting a literature review
· Designing the methodology
· Collecting data
· Analyzing data
· Concluding


2. Cost
Cost refers to all the expenses which are directly linked to conducting a research project. All steps of research, from initial planning to data analysis, require funding. Cost is a major factor in assessing whether a study is feasible or not. Hatch and Lazaraton (1991) discuss cost as an essential factor in determining research feasibility and advise researchers to prepare a budget based on the requirements of the research project.
Funds are needed for:
· Data collection tools (e.g., surveys, experiments, etc.).
· Travel, equipment, software, etc.
· Printing, publishing, hiring assistants, etc.
· Statistical software, data processing tools, etc.
3. Equipment/Material 
Equipment denotes all the materials and instruments necessary for carrying out a research study. The availability, sufficiency and quality of equipment directly influence the study’s feasibility. Even a thoughtfully planned research project may not be feasible without the required resources.
If the necessary equipment is not available, the study might not be feasible, or it could result in incomplete or poor-quality data. Examples of this might include:
· Laboratories;
· Libraries;
· Recording tools (audio recorders, cameras);
· Computers and analysis software.


4. Human Resources
Human resources include all individuals engaged in planning, conducting, and finalizing a research project. This comprises not just the researcher but also supervisors, specialists, and contributors; they:
· Provide guidance in every step of research;
· Help improve research questions;
· Ensure the presence of ethical and scientific standards;
· Offer feedback.
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