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Lecture Two: Sources of Research Questions

Research questions are fundamental to any study because they guide the direction, purpose, and focus of the investigation. Research questions arise from a variety of sources where curiosity, gaps in knowledge, or practical needs are recognized. By identifying the sources of research questions, researchers are better equipped to design studies that are purposeful, relevant and valuable.
The most common sources of research questions include:
· Teachers: Teachers serve as valuable sources of research questions because they work closely with students and encounter real classroom challenges on a daily basis. Their teaching experiences help them notice trends, difficulties, and successes or even failures that may need further investigation.  Moreover, “our teachers, colleagues, students, and the reading we do all guide us towards the important issues in our field” (Hatch & Lazaraton, 1991, p. 10).
Example: 
Teachers might observe why some learners have trouble understanding a particular concept, how various instructional approaches shape learning, or which elements influence student motivation. 

· Existing Literature:  all the published knowledge on a topic that already exists, and which is created by scholars and researchers might contain:
· Gaps, contradictions, or limitations;
· Recommendations for “future research”;


· Unanswered questions or unresolved debates.
Hatch and Lazaraton, (1991) mention that “another source of research questions can be found in the journals of our field. If you scan these, you will again see how wide the range of "interesting" questions can be” (p. 10).

· Personal Experience: it can serve as a powerful source of research questions. In other words, lived experiences can be turned into an effective research background, and practical problems can be noticed and addressed. One could notice, for instance:
·  Inefficiencies;
· Complaints;
· Repeated errors…
Example: 
A teacher noticing frequent errors in the formation and use of the “s” of the third person singular, may ask questions on how to reduce those errors.

· Existing Theory: 
Areas which are not fully explained in the already existing theories, the need for testing the theory in new contexts, clarifying ambiguous concepts, or even challenging a theory could motivate a researcher to conduct research. 



Example: 
Researchers can challenge a given learning theory (which was tested in traditional learning contexts) in online learning environments.





Bibliography
Hatch, E., & Lazaraton, A. (1991). The research manual: Design and statistics for applied linguistics. Boston: HEINLE & HEINLE PUBLISHERS.

