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Lecture One: Defining the Research Question

1. What is Research?
The word “research” is made of two parts:
· “Re”:  prefix meaning “again”.
· “Search”: means “an attempt to find somebody/something, especially by looking carefully for them/it” (Oxford Learner’s Dictionary).
So, research means careful investigation of something to discover new information.
According to Panday and Panday (2015), “research is an intellectual activity. It is responsible for bringing to light new knowledge. It is also responsible for correcting the present mistakes, removing existing misconceptions and adding new learning to the existing fund of knowledge” (p. 7).
2. Research Gap
No study can cover everything; however, every study we read builds on what already exists. There are always questions left unanswered, unresolved issues, or inconsistencies that need to be addressed. Those are referred to as research gaps. Finding these gaps is essential because it reveals areas where current knowledge is inadequate, laying the ground for further research. By addressing these gaps, researchers can provide novel insights, enhance theoretical knowledge, and provide answers to real world issues. Identifying a research gap not only demonstrates the importance of a study but also helps formulate the research questions and objectives, ensuring that the investigation adds value to the field.



2. 1. Definition
A research gap is an area of missing, incomplete, or unexplored knowledge within existing academic literature. It highlights what has not yet been fully answered, tested, or understood, providing a justified reason for new research. It has been defined as “the piece of information or knowledge in the research literature regarding an area of research interest that has not yet been explored or is under-explored” (Baako et al., p. 551).
2.2. Types of Research Gaps
There are many types of research gaps. The following are the most common.
· Knowledge gap: 
This gap suggests that a field has not been sufficiently investigated or is just understudied.
Examples
· Topics with limited previous research.
· Emerging phenomena where understanding is not sufficient.

· Evidence Gap
It occurs when claims and findings are not sufficiently supported by strong evidence.
Examples
· Conflicting findings.
· Evidence that is outdated.




· Methodological Gap
When prior research has employed methods that are inadequate or unsuitable for the current study, there is a methodological gap.
Example
· Using quantitative methods when qualitative insights are needed or vice versa.

· Conceptual Gap
A conceptual gap emerges when important concepts are not well defined, utilized inconsistently, or are absent from the literature.
Example
· Ambiguous or contradictory definitions.

3. Research Question
A research question is a precise, targeted question that directs an investigation or study. It outlines your goals and influences the design, methodology, and analysis of your study.

1. Characteristics of Research Questions
Good research questions should have some characteristics. According to Hatch and Lazaraton, (1991), research questions should:
1. Interest you
2. Promise new information or confirm old information in new ways
3. Have reasonable scope


4. Have key terms that are clearly defined and operationalized.  (p. 17)

Examples:
· How does the use of digital learning tools affect student engagement in middle schools?
· How does class size affect student achievement in public schools?
· What is the relationship between homework load and student stress levels?
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