
Math VocabularY
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Mathenratîc* t*itlr) is the study of numbers, quantities, shapes, ar"td space using mathematical

protes$Ê$, rule$, ând syrni:*ls. îhere ârs i'nâny branches of math*matics and a largo vocabulary

associated with this subje*t.

Here are sonie math w*rds and toi.ms y*u will likely corne âcross bui may not know their precise

meanings,Ànyworclortermshowninboldisdefinedinthefcllowingalphabeticallistofmathwords
and terms.

A[Emr$thmÂstep-by-stepmathernaticalprocedureusedtofindâilË}n$Vt'tr^

tmefficient A number that multipiibs a varlable. Fcr example' I is the coefficient in 9x'

Û*nor*in*torThebottomnumberinafraciion.Thedenominatorrepresentsthenumberofparts

inta which the whnîe is divided. Far example, 0 is the dencminator in the fractian Ë'

Ëqua$wm Â r-nathernatical staîernent used to shcw thai two expressions are equal' lt contains an

equals sign. For exarnpie, 16 - $ * ? {the expression 16 - I and the expression 7 are equal}'

sn*mtgstÇmxmn"l*n"lsnctnr{greafesf{;flfi?nî$nc/fvrsor)Thelargesinumberthatwil|dividetwoor
more nther nunrbers equally)nor example , the greatest common factor of 32 and 48 is 16'

lrxr$r*per Ërn*tl*n {mixecf fracficns} A fraction that has a larger nurnerator than denominator' For

(t

exampl*,. E is an irnprope r fraction'

lnwsrss sp*rnti*r.ls oùposite ûr revefse operations. Âddition:aird subtraction are inverse

.nperoii*ns, as fire multiplication and division'

NegætivuNuîn&)o$"Anumberthatislessthanzero'Aminussignisusedtoshowthatanumberis
negative. Far example, -12 is a negative number'

&{q'{menatorThetopnçry|;erinafraction.Thenumeratorrepresents$henumberafpartsofthe

whr:le. For eNarnple, 5 is the n*rneraior in the fracii*n t$'



Ordinal Number A number that shows place or pæ*tion, as in 2nd place.

ë

Positive Number A number that is greater than zero- While a minus sign is used to signify
a negative number, tlie absence of a minus sign signifies a positive',number.

Prime Nurnber A number that can be divided evenly only by itself and 1. For example, 7 is a prime
number.

Square Nurnbor A number that results from multiplying another nuniber by itself. Ëor examplb, 49 is
the square of 7 (?.x 7 = 49). ,i

$quare Rçct çf a $,lurnber A number that is multiplied by itself to produce a square nurnber. For
exarnple, 7 is ths $quare root of 4$. lt iç designated by the symbol {.

Variable A quàntity thet can change or vary, taking on different valuies. lt is typically represenied by
a l*tter of the alphab*t. F*r exâmple x is the variable in 9x (x can be any number that is being
multiplied by 9).

îhese are just ssvîîe of the rneîîy çrords and terms found in mathematics. lt is inrpartant ta
know the rneanlngs of wcrds and terms you will encounter as yru prcgress thror;gh the
study of nrath.


