
Tenses in Storytelling (Expanded Lesson)
When we tell a story, we choose the tense to show when events happen. Each tense adds a different effect to the narrative.

1. Simple Past Tense
This is the most common tense in storytelling. It describes actions that are finished.
· It moves the story forward.
· It is clear and easy for readers to follow.
Example:
She entered the room, looked around, and sat down.

2. Past Continuous Tense
Used to describe actions that were in progress at a certain moment in the past.
· It gives background details.
· It helps show two actions happening at the same time.
Example:
He was reading a book when the phone rang.

3. Past Perfect Tense
Used to talk about something that happened before another past action.
· It helps organize time in the story.
· It makes the order of events clear.
Example:
She had finished her work before she went to bed.

4. Present Tense
Sometimes stories are told in the present to make them feel alive and happening now.
· It creates excitement and immediacy.
· Common in spoken stories, diaries, or modern fiction.
Example:
I step into the classroom and everyone turns to look at me.

5. Future Tense
Used when the story mentions things that will happen later.
· Shows plans, predictions, or expectations.
Example:
They will start the journey tomorrow.
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