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Lecture Two
 Learning Strategies 
1. Definition
Learning Strategies are intentional, goal-oriented techniques that students employ to enhance their comprehension, retention, application of information and skills. Oxford (1990) defines learning strategies “as specific actions taken by the learner to make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to new situations” (p. 8).
2. Classification of Language Learning strategies (Oxford, 1990)
These are strategies that learners use to improve their language acquisition skills, especially in learning a second or foreign language.
Oxford categorized strategies into two major groups, each with subcategories:
1. Direct Strategies
These involve direct use of the target language.
a. Memory Strategies (help store and retrieve new information)
· Creating mental linkages
· Applying images and sounds
· Reviewing well
· Employing action
b. Cognitive Strategies (manipulating or transforming language)
· Practicing 
· Receiving and sending messages
· Analyzing and reasoning
· Creating structures for input and output
c. Compensation Strategies (overcoming gaps in knowledge)
· Guessing intelligently
· Overcoming limitations in speaking and writing
2. Indirect Strategies
These support language learning without directly involving the language.
a. Metacognitive Strategies (managing the learning process)
· Centering your learning
· Arranging and planning your learning
· Evaluating your learning
b. Affective Strategies (regulating emotions and motivation)
· Lowering your anxiety 
· Encouraging yourself
· Taking your emotional temperature
c. Social Strategies (interacting with others)
· Asking questions 
· Cooperating with others
· Empathizing with others

Reference
Oxford, Rebecca L. (1990). Language learning strategies: What every teacher should know. Boston: Heinle & Heinle Publishers.
