Lesson 3
Reading Skills/Strategies
Reading strategies is the broad term used to describe the planned and explicit actions that help readers translate print to meaning. They are used when identifying unknown words, comprehending text, and accessing and using information. Students need to orchestrate many skills to become strategic readers.  
2. Skills  Involved in  Effective Reading 
Effective reading is not a single-step process, but a complex set of skills involving activities before, during and after reading. Here is a list of some of those skills: 
a. Before Reading: 
1) Determining the subject of the material                             
2) Determining how the material is organized 
3) Deciding what you need to remember from the material   4) Defining your purpose for reading 
b. During Reading 
1) Identifying what is important: Finding Factual Information and  Finding Main Idea. 
2) Finding the Meaning of Vocabulary.                                 
3) Identifying Reference. 
4) Determining how key ideas are supported                         
6) Drawing connections among ideas                                     
8) Anticipating what is to come next                                      
c. During and after Reading 
1) Identifying the author’s purpose for writing                      
3) Evaluating the writer’s competence or authority               
5) Evaluating the nature and type of supporting evidence 
3. Strategies of Highly Effective Readers 
5) Identifying patterns of thought 
7) Making Inference. 
9) Relating ideas to what you already know 
2) Analysing the writer’s technique and language 
4) Asking critical questions 
Effective readers are active as they read, simultaneously using a range of strategies to identify unknown 
words and comprehend text. The list of strategies that research indicates are worth teaching often includes the 
following: 
• Setting purposes for reading. 
• Previewing and predicting: Good readers typically look over the text before they read, noting such things as the structure of the text and text sections that might be most relevant to their reading goals. As they read, good readers frequently make predictions about what is to come.  
• Activating prior knowledge. 
• Identifying main ideas and details. (Using techniques such as scanning and skimming)  
• Evaluating text structure and using it as a framework for comprehension. 
• Comprehension monitoring: Good readers monitor their understanding of the text, making adjustments in their reading as necessary. This strategy involves the ability of readers to know when they understand what they read, when they do not understand, and to use appropriate strategies to improve their understanding when it is blocked. the strategies employed by good readers to improve understanding are called “repair” or “fix-up” strategies. Specific repair strategies include rereading, reading ahead, clarifying words by recognising word parts and roots, looking them up in a dictionary or glossary, or asking someone for help.  
• Visualizing: Good readers make mental images of a text as a way to understand processes or events they encounter during reading.  
• Making inferences: Good readers draw conclusions from information in a text. Authors do not always provide complete descriptions of, or explicit information about, a topic, setting, character, or event. However, they often provide clues that readers can use to “read between the lines”—by making inferences that combine information in the text with their background knowledge.  
• Generating and asking  questions.  
• Summarizing and retelling: restating the meaning of text in one’s own words.
