Teacher: Abdelkarim Tabet
Lesson: Information, Data, and Media Literacy 

What is Information Literacy?
Information literacy is the ability to recognize when information is needed, locate it effectively, critically evaluate it, and use it responsibly. It is pivotal in academic research and everyday decision-making. According to Ng (2012), digital natives often assume information online is true, but true literacy requires critical evaluation of sources. For example, when researching for a paper, using databases like Google Scholar or JSTOR ensures access to peer-reviewed content instead of unreliable websites.
Example:
You encounter a viral post claiming a health cure. Information literacy prompts you to check the author’s credentials, review scientific consensus, and corroborate with trusted institutions like WHO.
Understanding Data, Privacy, and Security
Data is raw facts; when organized and interpreted, they become information useful to make decisions. As Buckingham (2007) emphasizes, data mishandling can jeopardize privacy. Online behaviors often generate large data footprints. Protecting this data involves:
Creating strong, unique passwords (using password managers is recommended).
Monitoring and limiting cookies and trackers via browser settings.
Being cautious about sharing personal information on social media.
Example:
A student uses two-factor authentication for email accounts to prevent unauthorized access, reflecting best practices for data security (Cloudian, 2024).

Media Literacy: Recognizing Media Influence
Media literacy involves understanding how texts, images, and videos are constructed to influence opinions and emotions. Livingstone (2004) highlights how media can frame news stories selectively, emphasizing some facts and downplaying others.
Example:
Comparing coverage of a political event from two news outlets reveals different headlines and images, prompting viewers to question potential bias or framing.
Critical Digital Literacy
Critical literacy extends beyond media awareness to questioning deeper ideologies and biases in digital content. It involves analyzing who benefits from a message and what voices are included or excluded (Bulger & Davison, 2018).
Activity:
Review posts on social media about climate change. Identify posts using scientific evidence versus those promoting misinformation. Discuss the motives behind misinformation such as economic interests or political agendas.
Practical Application: Creating Visual Summaries with Digital Tools
Tools like Canva and Piktochart allow students to convey complex information visually, enhancing comprehension and engagement (Canva Education, 2024). Creating infographics summarizing research findings or news stories builds digital and media literacy skills.
Key Takeaways
Always evaluate sources critically using established criteria like accuracy, authority, and bias.
Protect your data proactively through secure digital habits.
Understand media’s role in shaping perceptions to avoid misinformation pitfalls.
Develop critical thinking to interrogate digital content and its motives.
Use digital design tools to communicate information clearly and engagingly.
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