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First Year Exam in English Literature (Semester Two)
Correction
Part I: on “Miss Brill” by Katherine Mansfield:

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why does Miss Brill go to the park every Sunday? What does this show about her character?  (1 pt.) 

Miss Brill goes to the park every Sunday to watch people and feel part of a shared experience. (0,5 pt.)She enjoys listening to conversations and observing others. This shows that she is a lonely person who seeks connection (0,5 pt.) and meaning in small rituals. 
2. Identify the personification used in the resolution of "Miss Brill." How does this use of personification show us the character's hidden feelings? (2 pts.) 

The personification: When Miss Brill puts the fur away in the box and "thought she heard something crying". The fur "crying" at the end reveals Miss Brill's hidden heartbreak and grief. Her pride and dignity were completely crushed by the couple's words, but she is in too much denial to admit it.

3. What is the significance of Miss Brill calling the elderly people in the park “odd, silent, nearly all old” at the beginning of the story?  (2 pts.) 

This line shows Miss Brill's denial and self-projection, driven by a deep fear of becoming one of them (aging and loneliness). By calling the elderly on the benches as "odd, silent, nearly all old," she projects her own hidden reality onto them. Criticizing them is a defense mechanism to convince herself that she is a vital "actor" in the park rather than a forgotten spectator.

4. Why is the fur’s "nose" described as "not at all firm" early in the story? What does this foreshadow?   (2 pts.) 

· The fur's "not at all firm" nose stands for Miss Brill's fragile pride and dignity. Fixing it at the start shows how she tries to fix her dignity and hide her fear of getting old.
· It foreshadows the ending: when the young couple laughs at her, they hit her pride directly. Just like that weak nose being knocked out of place, Miss Brill's entire dignity is easily crushed by their harsh truth.

Part II: on “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin:


1. What does the open window represent for Louise Mallard? (2 pts.) 

The open window represents freedom, and hope for new beginnings, and the life Louise imagines living for herself.  It is a gateway to a world where she can live for herself, free from the constraints of marriage.
2. What is the doctors’ explanation for Louise’s death? Why is it ironic?  (2 pts.) 

The doctors say that Louise died of a heart disease (of joy that kills). This is ironic because Louise did not die from happiness at seeing her husband alive as expected, but from disappointment. She had just begun to feel the joy of freedom, and his return destroyed that hope. 

Part III: In the form of a paragraph, discuss the following questions.  (Do not write in the margins.)

1. In “The Story of an Hour” and “Miss Brill,” what physical problems do the authors mention at the very start? Why is it important to show these health conditions before the characters begin their fantasies? (4 pts.)

1. The Physical Problems

· “The Story of an Hour”: Mrs. Mallard is introduced as being "afflicted with a heart trouble".(1 pt.) 

· “Miss Brill”: An internal feeling of “faintness” or “sadness” that she can't quite explain/ or the “tingling” in her hands and arms is a major physical marker that happens right as she begins to enter her fantasy.    (1 pt.) 
 
2. Why Mention Them First?

· Foreshadowing (1 pt.): These early warnings prepare the reader for the tragic endings. In Mrs. Mallard’s case, it provides a medical reason for her final collapse (0,5 pt.); for Miss Brill, it sets the sad tone for her final return to her lonely "cupboard" room. (0,5 pt.)

[bookmark: _Hlk197195508](0,5 pt.) FOR THE FORM AND THE LANGUAGE.

2. How do the symbolic creatures in "Miss Brill" and "Cat in the Rain" mirror the protagonists’ loneliness? (4 pts.)

In both stories, the central animals are not just pets or background details; they are mirrors for the women's internal state of isolation and their desperate need for connection.
1. The Fur (Miss Brill) : (1 pt.)
· The fur in "Miss Brill" acts as a symbolic creature that represents Miss Brill herself. She treats the fur like a living companion, speaking to it as a "rogue" and a "little thing."(0,5 pt.) This highlights her loneliness (0,5 pt.), as she has no human companions to talk to.
· OR: 
The fur mirrors Miss Brill's loneliness because it is kept isolated in a dark box, perfectly matching her own life in a "little, dark room." Just as the fur has been shut away for so long, Miss Brill lives a lonely, hidden existence. 
2. The Cat (Cat in the Rain): (1 pt.)
· The cat in Hemingway's story is seen lonely "crouched" under a table in the rain, trying to keep dry. This mirrors the wife’s own feeling of being isolated and neglected emotionally. While the cat is physically isolated in the rain (0,5 pt.), the American Wife is mentally isolated within her marriage. (0,5 pt.)

(0,5 pt.) FOR THE FORM AND THE LANGUAGE.
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