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TD – Data Collection Methods (MA Level)

TD Activity: Overview of Data Collection Methods

Activity 1: Choosing the Appropriate Method
Task:
· Read the research scenarios below. For each, decide which data collection method (Questionnaire, Interviews, Observation) is most suitable and justify your choice.
Scenarios:
1. You want to measure students’ confidence in using AI tools across 200 EFL learners.
2. You want to understand teachers’ perceptions of AI-assisted assessment practices.
3. You want to observe student interactions during a digital classroom session.

Activity 2: Method Strengths and Limitations
Task:
· For each method above, identify:
· One strength
· One limitation
· Discuss how these strengths and limitations could influence your research outcomes.

Activity 3: Data Collection Design
Task:
· Imagine your MA research focuses on the use of AI in EFL assessment.
· For each method:
· Suggest one concrete research instrument (e.g., a specific questionnaire item, an interview question, an observation indicator).
· Explain how this instrument will help answer your research question.

Activity 4: Paradigm Alignment
Task:
· Identify the research paradigm your instruments align with (Positivist, Interpretivist, Pragmatic, Critical).
· Justify why the method fits the paradigm.

Activity 5: Reflection
Task:
· Discuss the challenges you might face when collecting data with multiple methods.
· Suggest one way to overcome potential biases.

TD Outcome
By the end of this TD, students should be able to:
· Select and justify the most appropriate data collection method for different research questions.
· Identify strengths and limitations of questionnaires, interviews, and observation.
· Design instruments aligned with MA-level research objectives.
· Reflect on methodological choices and potential biases.

